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FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORMAT. 


Submissions 
All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announce- 
ments, classified ads, etc., should be WordStar files, “‘D” 
mode (except for program listings), with NO PRINT COM- 


MANDS, and Hyphen-Help OFF. The submissions can be - 


sent on diskette by mail (to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474), copied to a FOG diskette at a First FOG of Sili- 


con Valley meeting, delivered (by arrangement) to a FOG of- 


ficer, or sent by modem to the editor (408-249-5223) or 
other officer of FOG. “By Modem” is by far the most conve- 


nient method. If you don’t have a modem, get together with a 


friend who does and send your file. It will be a fun experi- 
ence. If you send your contribution on disc and specify 
which disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with 
one from the library. | 
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Commercial Advertising 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as cam- 
era ready Copy. 
Size limitations for advertising are as follows: 
full page:7” x 9.5” 
half page: 3.5” x 9.5” or 7” x 4.75” 
quarter page: 3.5” X 4.75” 
Rates, effective with the March, 1983 issue are: 
$270/full page, $150/half page, $105/quarter page 
For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential 
issues, a special rate is available. Three months at the rate 
in effect at the time the order is placed and paid in full 
providing the ads are run in the subsequent three issues. 
The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly 
and increasing them as the membership grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 

All material is due two months in advance of the month of 
publication. (October 1st for the December issue). No excep- 
tions will be made for advertising material. This change is 
necessary if the FOGHORN is to be mailed before the first of 
the month. Articles which are not month-specific may be 
submitted at any time. Please, avoid the deadline rush; 
contribute early. 
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Back Issues — Reprints 

Reprints of ALL back issues are available. The current 
Cost of back issues is $1.50 per issue to partially cover re- 
print and mailing costs. Non U.S. members should include 
funds for AIRMAIL postage. Donations of additional sums 
will be gratefully accepted. 

Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 
(October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help 
in getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) 
was a 2 page issue with holiday greetings and an adver- 
tisement for SuperGraphics. Mailed with this issue was a 
copy of the original bylaws which have since been modified 
several times. 

There were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a com- 
bined issue for June and July, 1982. For those who are 
attempting to determine which copies from Vol. 1 are of in- 
terest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (November, 1982) has a partial index for 
Vol. 1. 

Mark envelope ‘‘ BACK ISSUE REQUEST ” and include 
your account/membership number. Please send the order to 
P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. Orders are 
Shipped once a week. The index to the previous year is pub- 
lished in the November (#2) issue. 
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Officers and Trustees of the First Osborne Group 


ViCe President.............:cscesceseseeeeeees Reuben Sand 
Corporate Librarian.............ccccseeeeee Jim Woolley 
Corporate Counsel................cceee Jim Schenkel 


TR USUOR Siesc esterases es teul cme cnntes dgaeteds' Jack Brown 


Copies of Library Disks 
FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks 
from the FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through 
their local group. Individual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk or- 


_ ders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per disk. 


Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or ad- 
dress. This $5.00 charge must be included with every order. 
Please be sure to include your account/membership num- 


~~ber-Orders without this number will be delayed since no 


disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, con- 
sult the library column in each issue of Vol. 2 (except No. 3 
— December, 1982). The section of the library called - 
FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s material from the li- 
brary column and a catalog program which lists the name 
and disk location of each program (but no descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a 
typeset guide to the library. This has the descriptions of ev- 
ery disk in the library as well as the guidelines for library 
use. It is a loose leaf,binder punched volume. This format 
was selected to facilitate updates. Each copy will be in a 
portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes shipping by 3rd 
Class (surface mail). Update pages will be offered on a quar- 
terly basis. Details about the update pages will be an- 
nounced later. 

Affiliated Members Organizations (AMO) may participate 
in a monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affili- 
ated Member Organization may make arrangements to 
participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades at P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474 (phone 415-755-4140) for 
further details. 

New additions will be sent to participants in the monthly 
update service as soon as Copies can be made. 
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Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 
Rebates of 25% of the membership rate ($24.00) will be 
made to Affiliated Member Organization (AMO) on behalf of 
eligible members. To be eligible for the rebate, the name of 
the group MUST be on the membership form (or check) 
when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 


No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Organiza- 
tion is formally approved hy the Board of Trustees. 


Application for Affiliated Member Organization status 
must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a list 
of the officers — names and FOG membership number — 
and a signed copy of the group bylaws. For further details, 
request an AMO information packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the 
meniber pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for 
that member to be eligible for the rebate. 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board meet- 
ing at which the group receives its charter. Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer all questions 
about rebates to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 

The Board of Trustees has approved a minor change in 
the rebate policy for groups who are Affiliate Member Orga- 
nizations. If the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer 
may collect membership dues for renewing or new members 
and forward only $18.00 (plus appropriate postal sur- 
Charges) to FOG. This allows the group to have immediate 
access to the rebate funds. Please note that the two require- 
ments for this change will be strictly enforced. No personal 
checks will be accepted. 
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Editor, FOGHORN ...........cccccccesees David M. Oates 
Technical Counsel........... crn Byron A. McKay 
Corporate Secy ...........c cee Robert B. Kavinoky 
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Change of Address 

To request a change of address, send the label from a re- 
cent FOGHORN together with the new address either in an en- 
velope marked ‘‘ CHANGE OF ADDRESS ”’ or on a Postal 
Change of Address Card to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Please allow at least 30 days for a change of 
address to be effective. 

You should also request that the post office forward any 
issues that arrive before your address change is posted. You 
must tell the post office that you will pay forwarding 
charges since bulk mail is NOT automatically forwarded. 

FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged he- 
cause a member delays sending in a change of address. 
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Additional Postage Charges 

Your membership in FOG ($24.00) covers delivery by 
Non-profit bulk mail. This rate is only available to members 
who have bulk mail delivered by the U. S. Postal Service. For 
those who either cannot receive U.S. bulk mail or prefer first 
class delivery, please add the appropriate amount (from the 
chart below) to your payment. 

The following is a list of additional charges which must 
be included with new or renewal memberships effective 
9/1/83: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class)...........cccccee ADD...$ 6.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class deliv- 
ery to Non-profit bulk mail........... cece ADD...$ 6.00 
Central & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail First 
Class delivery) .....c.ccccsescscsccesssessesesssseseeeeseees ADD...$12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class) .. ADD...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not 
Gilaranteed vie svitecdaatatcaa ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want the new rates to take effect for your current 
membership, you may prorate the above charges for the re- 
maining term of your membership. For each month remain- 
ing, send 1/12th of the above rates. 

For those with U.S. addresses who elect to continue 
receiving their FOGHORN by Non-profit bulk mail, we have 
some suggestions for improving delivery. The post office 
guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by the 
recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area 
should take about seven working days and to the East Coast 
about 15 working days. We are now taking the bulk mail to 
the post office before the first of each month. If you are not 
getting timely delivery of the FOGHORN you should contact 
your local postmaster. If he is unable to improve the situ- 


. ation, there is a complaint form at each post office. We have 


been assured that all complaints are pursued promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable 
copies of the FOGHORN. This allows us to better identify 
problems. FOG will be responsible for costs incurred 
remailing a FOGHORN only if the member has provided us 
with the correct address in a timely manner. If we can be of 
assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all of the 
specifics. 
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Please help 
It is essential that you include your account-membership 
number in all correspondence. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY — AGAINI! 


by Frank Morton | 

Well how about that!?! Another year has slipped by right before 
our very eyes. To quote myself “They say time flies when you are 
having fun, and | believe it. It has been hectic, and tiring some- 
times, and lots of work, but IT HAS BEEN FUN!” | stated that a year 
ago, and it is still VERY TRUE! Having the able help of all those 
listed as Officers and Trustees, as well as innumerable other in- 
dividuals has made it a lot easier. We sincerely appreciate all of 
_ your help, and all of you have helped in one way or another. Your 
contributions and enthusiasm are what keeps us going! 

A year ago | said “Do you realize that although there are now 
Close to 1500 of us we are all pioneers?! This is just the begin- 
ning.” There are now over 5500 members of FOG! It has been a big 
year in the growth department, just as we anticipated. We are 
_ happy to have so many of you join us. This growth is a charge and 
a responsibility that we do not take lightly. We intend to keep 
providing the help and service that attracted you to FOG. 

Last March we held our first general election for the Board of 
Trustees. A little over 25% of the eligible membership voted. We 
understand, for a vote by mail, that is outstanding no matter how 
involved the membership or how heated the issues. The existing 
leadership got a resounding vote of confidence, which made us feel 
that we were at least headed in the right direction and certainly 
gave us a big boost to continue our work. | asked for and received 
many Proxies. That was very gratifying, but it did not change the 
outcome of the elections perceptibly; since the popular vote was 
much as | had hoped and my Proxies, numerous as they were, were 
not significant enough to grossly change the election (even if | had 
wished to do so, which | did not). | 

Last year at this time | looked to the future and expressed a cou- 
ple of “New Year’s resolutions”. | said “I can see chapters every- 
where, International Conventions, and a chance to do a lot of 
good.” This may be the cause of the misconception that we have 
heard from a few sources. It seems that some have the belief that 
FOG intends or desires to swallow or absorb other Osborne Users’ 
Groups. That is not the case at all. Our desire is that of our non- 
profit charter; to provide an educational and help benefit to the 
~ general public on the subject of micro-computers. In the process it 
is proving worthwhile to be organized as an association of Affili- 
ated Member Organizations with communication and networking 
through the central Corporate staff and Officers. 

My first resolution was a rather general one ” ... to continue 
working, with your help, to make FOG not only something we all 
can enjoy and be proud of, but also an organization that will hope- 
fully be a positive force for good in the world.’ We have made a lot 


of progress in that direction, but the resolution is still valid. My 


second, more personal, resolution to” ... read my OCC Users’ Ref- 
erence Guide from start to finish ” did not get accomplished. In the 
interim the Technical Manual finally came out. | confess | haven’t 
completely read it yet either. So | guess | had best stop making 
rash resolutions, even though the concept of reading the Manuals 
iS a good one. 
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What has been happening ... at FOG? 


As | mentioned, the membership is over 5500. We now have over 
50 Affiliated Member Organizations. Our members are in all states 
and over 45 foreign countries. You should see the beautiful stamps 
on some of our mail. We number quite a few celebrities in our 
group, but | won’t name any names. We are no longer only owners 
of Osborne 1 computers. Now members include owners of the 
Osborne Executive, Morrow Micro Decision, Kaypro, Zorba, and a 
number of other machines as well. That is great. As long as we can 
exchange non-proprietary software and help each other to learn 
about the.use of micro-computers in general, it will be of benefit to 
us all. We are again phototypesetting the newsletter, with printing 


ona Web press. More important, the newsletters are on schedule! | 


am sure that this is greatly appreciated by all. We have optional 
higher rates for improved mailing to overseas members, in order to 
make their newsletters arrive on a more timely basis. We now have 
an Office staff headed by our full time Executive Director Gale 
Rhoades, who is responsible for so much of what has been accom- 
plished. The rest of the staff presently consists of part time 
employees and a number of very helpful volunteers. 

Gale has put our financial accounting and membership record 
keeping on custom programmed dBASE Il application programs. 
This allows us to have a good handle on our financial status on an 
accrual basis. The data entry programs have been customized to 


take maximum advantage of volunteer labor and untrained part 


time employees when they are needed. We had a lot of excellent 
volunteer help through the summer. We sincerely appreciate all 
who have donated their time to help. | am sure that anyone who 
has helped will tell you that it is a two-way street. | don’t think 
anyone has helped without learning in the process. | 

We rented temporary office space from H & R Block in Daly City 
early in the summer. It was close to the Daly City Post Office and 
worked out very well. Moving our mail address to Daly City helped 
to speed our response time. We are still getting a little mail in Palo 
Alto, but it takes about one half of a week for me to get it to the 
Staff in Daly City. Starting in September we moved to a different, 
permanent (for now anyhow) office at a very convenient location 
in Daly City. Through a special arrangement with H & R Block we 
have a fair amount of space at a very reasonable price. With the 
space to get organized and enough financial confidence to pur- 
chase some much needed office equipment, we should become 
even more efficient. 

You may recall my appeal for donations to a fund for developing — 
a Remote Bulletin Board System (RBBS) with a kick-off donation. | 
am very happy to say your response has been very good! We now 
have enough to proceed with purchasing the necessary equip- 
ment. Our very able Technical Counsel Byron McKay has been 
hard at work helping us to get the necessary software up and run- 
ning for our RBBS. (Did you know that in September Byron married 
Kim Tompkins, a delightful salesperson at the Digital Deli? We 
wish them all the best and much happiness.) Hopefully, by the time 
you read this we will be “‘on the air’ with the first FOG RBBS. | can- 
not give you a phone number at this writing because of the Tele- 
phone strike. In addition, word has it that at least a half dozen 
other FOG members in various parts of the country are anxious to 
get their own RBBS on the air when debugged software is available 
to operate an RBBS successfully on an Osborne. As soon as we 
have more information available we will be sure to spread the 
word. In the mean time Byron has had a CP/M RBBS in operation at 
(415) 965-4097. | have finally gotten a Hayes 300/1200 baud 
modem and may even get an RBBS going myself. The Novation D- 
Cat that has served me well these past two vee did not have an 
auto-answer capability. 7 


cont. on page 4 
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FROM THE FOG 
What has been happening ... at OCC? 

This portion of this article has had to be rewritten. Subsequent to 
the first draft, on Sept. 13th the Osborne Computer Corporation filed a 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy petition! OCC said that their debts totaled 
$44.8 million, while their assets were only $40 million. This action 
came after the Sept. 9th indefinite furlough of 275 of OCC’s remaining 

350 employees. According to the Federal Law, filing for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection means that the company can continue operat- 
ing while it reorganizes and tries to reach a court-approved accord 
with its creditors. The company is protected from creditors by law 
during the Chapter 11 reorganization proceedure, but it must satisfy 
guidelines established by a committee of creditors and by the court. 
Three of OCC’s major lending Banks agreed on Sept. 14th to an emer- 
gency loan of no more than $600,000 to meet its payroll for a month 
and to continue operating while it seeks additional financing. All of 
the creditors are to appear at a court hearing in October. There is 
concern that they can find a courtroom large enough, since the 
newspapers report there is a total of 600 creditors. 

There has been some concern about OCC since they closed the 
East Coast plant a few months ago and terminated a large number of 
employees at the Hayward plant. This most recent reduction brings 
the staff there down to a skeleton crew of about 75 persons who are 
trying reorganize and get things moving again! 

CHAPTER 11 DOES NOT MEAN THAT THIS IS THE END! Elsewhere 
in this issue of the FOGHORN is an OCC message sent to Overseas 
Dealers or Distributors in an attempt to explain what Chapter 11 
means. There is no reason for us (the users) to panic. We are very 
hopeful that OCC will be able to work their way out of these present 
financial difficulties. We certainly wish them the best success and 
stand ready to help in any way that we can! Obviously their survival 
is in our best interests. In addition, we have a lot of resources within 
FOG. If the worst should happen, i.e. OCC ceases to exist, FOG will 
Still be here to help the users in any way we can! What is more, there 
are an estimated 120,000 plus Osborne units in our posession. You 
know that this will be recognized as a great service and repair op- 
portunity by a number of firms. Software should be no real problem 
as almost any CP/M software works fine once it is cross-loaded to 
Osborne Format. In the meanwhile we know that both the 0s1 and the 
Exec | are usually very good reliable machines. Most of us are more 
familiar with the 0s1. However, the Exec has a lot of software power 
and flexibility that is not obvious without sitting down and using the 
machine for a while. 

With the loss of much of their support staff, OCC has been looking 
to FOG for help with support. Your FOG staff has been in contact with 
OCC and working on ways we can help. As you can imagine we have 
been receiving many phone calls. OCC has provided us with a great 
deal of information regarding the Executive 1, so we will be ina much 
better position to provide help for Exec owners now. 

How will it all turn out? Stay Tuned ! In the mean time ... 

I! WELCOME TO THE THIRD YEAR OF FOG !!! 
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 
Regarding Dissemination of 


Members’ Addresses 

since the inception of the First Osborne Group, it has been the 
policy of FOG to not publish or make available to anyone the ad- 
dresses of the members. The Board of Trustees feels very strongly 
about this matter. It has been very obvious from the beginning that 
many members of FOG rightfully expect this of us. Gale Rhoades 
has rigorously adhered to this policy both because she agrees and 
because she was instructed to do so! 

FOG has released appropriate names and telephone numbers to 
local groups affiliated with FOG. For groups not yet affiliated with 
FOG even this information has not been released. Although it was 
more work for Gale, FOG has cooperated with and assisted local 
group formation by making a list of potential members of a local 
member organization, preparing address labels from those lists, 
and mailing out stamped envelopes furnished by the local group. 

The Trustees of FOG have been asked by local Affiliated Member 
Organizations to release addresses of their local members and 
FOG members in the nearby geographic area to authorized local 
officers in order to reduce duplication of effort in this data gather- 
ing and to accelerate contact with potential members for their 
group. We have also been requested to systematically and ar- 
bitrarily assign local affiliation with a nearby group for those 
members who have not designated a local affiliation. 

However, we believe that the choice of affiliation with any spe- 
cific group, or none at all, is the prerogative of each individual 
member. But we do recommend that you support a local group by 
designating the affiliation of your choice. It is to your advantage to 
be made aware of local activities and it will help to strengthen our 
local member organization structure. 

While we champion the member’s right to privacy, we also rec- 
ognize our responsibility to assist local member organization of- 
ficers in the performance of their duties. Accordingly, at the April 


_ 15, 1983 meeting of the trustees the following resolution, revising 


the “privacy” policy, was adopted: 


RESOLVED that starting on January 1, 1984, FOG will re- 
lease the name, telephone number, address, and membership 
number of local members to an officially chartered, affiliated 
member organization upon request of an officer of record of 
that group, unless the member has specifically requested that 
the member's address not be so released. Notice of this policy 
Change shall he published in forthcoming issues of the 
FOGHORN. 


_ This will allow all members from now until the end of 1983 to 
request that their address not be given even to local group of- 
ficers. The policy of not releasing addresses to any other requestor 
remains as before. We will continue to offer assistance to new 
groups. 
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The First Osborne Group (FOG) does not endorse any of the 
products advertised in this publication. FOG does not verify the 
accuracy of the claims in the any of the ads. You should thor- 
oughly investigate any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send all de- 


tails, in writing, to the FOG offices at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 


94015-0474, U.S.A. We can’t promise a solution, but we will try to 
help. 
All articles contained in these pages are the views of the au- 


thors. Publication does not necessarily indicated endorsement by 


FOG, the FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


October, 1983 


Report on OCC 


By Gale Rhoades 

On September 9, 1983, Osborne Computer Corporation furloughed 
all but about 80 of its employees. Within less than an hour, the FOG 
office started receiving calls from concerned Osborne owners and 
reporters. To all callers the message was essentially “‘It’s too early to 
know what will happen but it does not appear that Osborne is closing 
down.” The following Wednesday, OCC filed Chapter 11 of the Fed- 
eral Bankruptcy code. Again the calls started pouring in. This time 
the message was “It’s too early to know for sure but Chapter 11 
DOES NOT mean ‘out of business’; it is to give a firm a chance to reor- 
ganize and draw up plans to meet their obligations. This should help 
prevent the closing of OCC.” | 

The decision was made to delay this issue and see if we could get 
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AySID<CR> 

CP/M 3 SID — Version 3.0 
NEXT MSZE PC END 

A700 4700 0100 CFFF 
#8130<CR> 

0130 05 01<€R> 

0131 1A .<CR> 
#$154<CR> 

0154 80 50<CR> 

0155 18 .<CR> 
#S395A<CR> 

395A 3A C9<CR> 

395B 5A .<OR> 

# °C 


more information. While all of the details are not yet in, there are a 
few items of interest to Osborne users. 

OCC has once again started shipping and has, with permission of 
the banks and the courts, rehired a few employees. The company 
has, and is, holding talks with most of the suppliers as part of the 
process of formulating a plan to present to the court on October 14th, 
1983. One of the first moves has been to talk to their software suppli- 
ers about the long overdue software upgrades. 

sorcim has already started the process. They extended to regis- 
tered Osborne users the same deal they offered to all registered 
SuperCalc owners. Many of you received the notice of this offer. If you 
prompily sent in (before Sept 15th) the order form and payment, you 
could obtain SuperCalc 2 for $50.00 rather than the regular price of 
$125.00 

When Sorcim discovered that many Osborne users did not get this 
notice, they extended the offer to User group members under the fol- 
lowing guideline: 

1. The Osborne owner must be a member of a user’s group reg- 
istered with Sorcim 

2. The order must be paid in full and submitted with all other 
orders from the group by no later that October 15, 1983 

3. The cost of the upgrade is $50.00 (plus sales tax) and $5.00 
to cover U.P.S. 

To qualify as a registered user’s group, the president of the group 
must make arrangements with Fred Gross of Sorcim (408-942-1727). 

You must order through a user’s group. For those with no local 
users’ group, you may send the check or money order to the FOG of- 
fice and we will forward it on October 15th. There will be no further 
extentions. If. your check does not reach the office in time, it will be 
returned to you. The check should be payable to SORCIM and should 
have your name, address, phone number, format desired, and FOG 
membership number on it. Non members may send in the Sorcim 
check with their application and payment for joining FOG. Because of 
the volume of mail recently PLEASE mark outside of the envelope 
with the word “SORCIM”’. | 

lf you are ordering for the Osborne 1, the update will be shipped 
immediately. If you are ordering for the Executive, the update will be 
shipped in late November. | 

Similar offers are being negotiated with other software manufac- 
turers. AS soon as we know the details, we will let you know. 

In an effort to answer some of the many calls OCC has been receiv- 
ing, they have supplied us with the patch necessary to run the 52- 
column Osborne 1 version of dBase II on either the Executive or the 
80-column Osborne 1. The patch is as follows: 


A)SAVE 70 B:DBASE.COM<CR> A)SAVE<CR> 

Enter file: B:DBASE.COM<€R> 
Delete B:DBASE.COM? Y<CR> 
Beginning hex address 0100 


Ending hex address 4700 


Be aware of the fact that it is a violation of your enduser agreement 
with OCC (and Ashton-Tate) to use a single copy of dBase II on both 
your Osborne 1 and your Executive. This patch is not supplied to pro- 
mote piracy, rather it is for those who have gotten the 80-column up- 
grade or who have been sold the Osborne 1 version of dBase II for 
their Executive. Now is not the time to alienate manufacturers by 
violating enduser agreements. 

If you are unsure how to make these patches, get together with a 
knowledgable friend and learn a little about SID or DDT. It’s quite 
easy to make these changes. You enter only that which appears in 
boldface. 

The Osborne user must accept the fact that OCC can no longer of- 
fer the level of end user support once attempted. Rather, we must 
band together and solve many of the problems ourselves. To assist 
us in this aim, OCC will make all possible information available 
through the user groups. It will take a while to get a system working. 
In the meantime, try to avoid calling OCC down since the employees 
cannot work on solutions if they are manning the phones. 

The following is a transcription of a TELEX the international di- 
vision sent out to its distributors and subsidiaries. No similar notice 
has yet gone out to US dealers. 


TO: All Distributors and subsidiaries 
DATE: September 25, 1983 

Yesterday you were sent an official statement which was a world- 
wide press release announcing the change of status of Osborne Com- 
puter Corporation. It is appropriate to explain the actions which were 
take by Osborne and the necessary steps being implemented which 
will allow the company to go ahead. 

1. “Avoluntary filing of Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code’’ does 
not mean that the company will stop doing business. Quite the con- 
trary, it is an action which is available to American companies who 
encounter financial difficulties. It allows them to remain in business 
under as normal as possible circumstances, while providing the 
company protection from its creditors claims until it has resolved its 
problems. Osborne has now obtained such protection. 

2. The major lending banks have agreed to continue to assist the 
company and have provided a line of credit which will allow the com- 
pany to continue to ship product and maintain its current work force 
at Hayward. Consequently, we can keep all support functions intact, 
continue the very important development of the IBM compatible prod- 


uct and seek new financing arrangements. 
cont. on page 6 
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3. We are putting together a ‘“‘go ahead”’ plan which must be done 
as part of the chapter 11 process. Since you are a very important part 
of the plan, we will be advising you as the plan develops. 4. Our 
present situation does not impact our shipping capabilities. We have 
at least a three months finished good supply of both the Osborne and 
the Executive. Shipments will resume next week. 

6. As you might quess, there have been many phone calls from 
people wishing to obtain our product at unbelievably low prices. We 
have no interest in such proposals and are rejecting them all. 
Osborne is the official source for obtaining products. Please ignore 
offers from other sources. The inventory is exclusively under our 
control. Rest assured, under any circumstances, we would offer any 
new pricing to our own channels of distribution first. 

It has been very gratifying to receive the many expressions of sup- 
port and assistance coming from all over the world. This includes our 
many satisfied customers, dealers and distributors who have bene- 
fited from the good times at Osborne and are now standing by us in 
the not so good times. You are the reason Osborne was able to 
accomplish so much and you are the basis which will allow us to pick 
up where we have temporarily left off. Please do not overlook the fact 
that the Osborne 1 and the Executive are still the best 
price/performance products on the market and in that respect noth- 
ing has changed. 


Regards. 
*#ee¢ 8 &@ @ 


ADVERTISEMENT 


A MAGIC (™ TIMING TOOL 


For All 
Long Term Security Investors 
No-Load Mutual Fund Switchers 
Stock Index/Commodity Traders 


MAGIC (IM) is a unique decision making tool for all Osborne 
users who want te do their own market timing. It generates 
buy and sell signals with 6 user-selected moving averages 
of any length. These averages and their 12 derived oscil- 
lators produce easy-to-use trading systems customized to 
your needs. Menu-driven, MAGIC is versatile, flexible and 
fun to use by novice and expert alike. The disc is 
packed with historic price data on stocks, funds, indices, 
etc. ready for analysis with your own input parameters. A 
convenient data entry program quides entry of prices on 
your own stocks, funds, options, commodities etc. 


MAGIC Manual Pt.] with full documentation is $6 postpaid 
which is creditable against the program price. Manual Pt.J] 
is a text book for market timers illustrated with real- 
world NAGIC output and is available only with the disc. 
MAGIC is bargain priced at $49.95 plus $3 shipping and 
64 CA tax where applicable. Specify SD or DD disc format. 


Send your check tos: Dr. R. B. Gordon, $WARE Tools for 
Investors, P. 0. Box 645, San Luis Rey, Calif. 92068. 
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Well, excuuuuuuuuuuse mel 


Which is worse, a person who contributes (Sometimes in error), 
or Someone who zooms in on errors? | can’t answer objectively. 

| recently received a letter from Darel Eschbach, via the 
FOGHORN editor, which was more than a little critical of my SWAP 
VS. SHELL SORT article in the April FOGHORN . His criticism was 
certainly accurate. What | had been taught was a shell sort, was 
not. How | was told it got its name was also in error. Mr. Eschbach 
even offered references on where | could get accurate information. 
However, after walking around feeling pretty sheepish for awhile, | 
also got upset. 

| pulled out all my old issues of FOGHORN and guess what? Not 
one contribution could | find from Mr. Eschbach. Instead of criti- 
cizing me directly for my inaccuracy, why didn’t he offer a counter 
article clarifying the situation? 

Maybe my idea of what a user’s group is all about is messed up. 
| feel the FOGHORNs mail box ought to get an article submission 
from every member about once every two months. | can’t believe — 
that each member doesn’t learn something worth sharing every 60 
days. | also think if the reading members were smart enough to 
purchase a computer, they are smart enough to take from the 
submissions what is of value to them. 

Finally, if my article had passed the editorial staff and appeared 
in Microsystems or BYTE, then | would have concurred fully with Mr. 
Eschbach’s criticism. | will try my hardest, with my limited library 
and remote location, to try to be as accurate as possible in the fu- 
ture. But, | refuse to be discouraged. 

Doug Hurst 
29 Palms, CA 
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Bdos Errors 

Comments on the letter to the Editor in FOGHORN Vol. 2 No. 10 
concerning Bdos Errors and cleaning up the drives: 

Cleaning up may help in a marginal situation, but Tom Graves’s 
problem definitely seems to come from a disk drive adjustment 
problem, possibly the rotational speed. The first thing he should do 
in case of doubt is ask his dealer to run the disk drive timing test, 
which only takes a couple of minutes. Any dealer should be re- 
quired to have a copy of the OCC diagnostics diskette (I don’t know 
what OCC’s positiori is on that). | have seen this problem on a cou- 
ple of machines, including mine. 

Note also that the money-saving tricks of turning single-sided 
disks into double-sided disks and buying super-cheap disks may 
work, but the margin for errors can be seriously reduced; in such 
cases, a disk can work OK with perfectly clean and adjusted 
drives, and then cause errors when they are less than perfectly 
clean and adjusted. In addition, certain brands of disks tend to 
shed oxide and get the heads dirty much faster. 

Claude Ostyn 
Sitka, AK 
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HELP OFFERED 
This is for your “HELP OFFERED” section. | too, have experi- 
enced a number of false BDOS Error messages on the B: drive. Un- 


2 
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till received a trial copy of FOG, | thought it was a peculiarity of my 
machine alone, probably due to the cold, wet weather in Germany. 
My reasons for this belief were because | usually encounter the 
problem on the initial accession of the B: drive. Apparently, the 
problem is common. My best guess is a manufacturing problem, 
since only one drive is affected. 

My solution has been to pull the diskette, shut the door, and ac- 
cess an empty drive. | then push the reset button, and shut down 
the machine. After a (second) “‘cold’’ start, | usually have no more 
problems. 

My knowledge of disk drives is limited, but | think that the 
mount may be placing enough pressure on the drive to keep the 
head from reaching the diskette. The jolt of not finding a disk 
seems to re-align the head. All| can say is that it’s been working 
for ten months as of this writing. 

Please pass this on to OCC. Since the problem is only one of two 
identical drives, the problem HAS to be in the manufacturing 
process. 

William Sullivan 
Daly City, CA 


*e#*# &@ &# 8 8 @ 


Okidata Paper Out and Osborne 1 to SOL-20 7 

Star Reierson asked on page 6 of FOGHORN, July 83, about 
defeating the Okidata paper out mechanism. | can only speak for 
the 83A and | expect it would apply to the 82A also. | don’t know of 
a software method but in hardware it is simple. Remove the cover 
as described in the Okidata manual, “STEP 9” on page 20. The pa- 
per out mechanism consists of two micro switches wired in series. 
One switch is for top feed and the other is for bottom feed. When 
there is no paper in the printer they are both closed. Opening either 
switch indicates that there is paper somewhere. There are two 
simple methods that will work. 

The first and easiest is to remove the spring from the upper 
micro switch. This is the one that is just behind the platen. The 
other method is to cut the one wire that connects the two micro 
switches, but be certain that the cut wire will not short out with 
anything! 

This is all well and good as long as one is certain never to want 
to sense paper out. If you do both cut sheet and continuous forms 
it can be handy to select or defeat paper out depending on applica- 
tion. | would therefore suggest putting a simple on/off switch in 
place of the wire that connects the two micro switches and mount- 
ing it in some convenient place on the chassis. 

The following is in reference to the request for help by Fred M. 
Roberts on page 5 of the July 83 FOGHORN. | too have an Osborne 1 
and a SOL-20 hand built about 6 years ago. My SOL is running 
CP/M with a Thinker Toys Disk Jockey 2D controller. This method 
of file transfer should, however, work regardless of the SOLs op- 
erating system provided that it can print to the serial port using no 
protocol or the x-on/x-off protocol. 

The first step is to make a cable to go from the SOL serial port to 
the Osborne Serial RS232. The pin connections are as follows: 
Osborne 1 2 3 7 
SOL=20:. 4 2 3:4 6 7 8 20 


Pins 4, 5, 6, 8 on the SOL side should be jumpered to SOL pin 20. 

set the SOL baud rate to 1200 by setting switch 6 of DIP switch 
53 ON and all other S3 switches OFF (these switches are located at 
the rear of the mother board). Also set the Osborne baud rate to 
1200 using SETUP. Plug the machines together and do a cold boot 
On both. You will then need to set the Osborne I/0 byte using the 
command: 


ae Les | 
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A>STAT RDR:=PTR: 

Now use PIP on the Osborne to create a file with input from the 
reader device: 

A>PIP SOLFILE=RDR:[B] 

The [B] option provides fore a convenient method to close the file 
since the SOL will not be sending a control-Z. Once the Osborne file 
is open (the disk light goes out) print the SOL file to the serial port. 
When the file transfer is complete, enter a control-Z at the Osborne 
keyboard to close the file. Chances are that nothing will happen 
because the Osborne is hung up looking for more input at the port. 
By simply unplugging the cable from the osborne port the system 
will scan the keyboard, see the control-Z and close the disk file. To 
copy another file, just replug the cable and issue another PIP com- 
mand with a different file name. This is not the most elegant 
method but it works. 

The main pitfall to beware of is that the Osborne will not raise a 
flag to tell SOL to stop sending while Osborne dumps its buffer to 
disk. The simplest way to avoid this problem is to keep the file 
transmissions short, less than 32K. At any rate check the files to 
see that they are complete and with out garbage. Good luck Fred 
and let me know how it works out. 

By the way, if any other SOL owners are using CP/M, | can tell you 
how to remove the SOLOS personality module to free up memory 
above OCOQOQH and speed up the video display with new driver 
routines at the same time. 

: Scott Piddington 

RFD 5, Box 582 
Gilford, NH 03246 

603-293-8678 
P.S. | can be the contact for Okidata 83A, Texas Instrument Omni 
810 printers and OSMOS |, DD board. 
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Dear Editor, 
| recently had a data communications problem between the DEC 
VT103 or the Apple Ill and the Osborne 1. | could send data from the 
Osborne 1’s RS 232 port to another computer, but | could not receive 
any data from the VT 103 or the Apple III with the Osborne 1. 
| finally found the problem. It was having the Osborne modem 
plugged into the modem port. With it plugged in | could not receive 
any data into the RS 232 port. | could send data out of it to another 
computer successfully, but could not receive any data in. Upon 
unplugging the modem, | can receive data 0.K. 
Richard Mueller 
Daly City, CA. 


e*e ek kk kk &@ 
| appreciate the valuable information presented. However, if 
there are any electronic engineers out there who know of, or have 
application programs for that field, | would be interested. 
Is anyone cross referencing information in old FOGHORNs by 
type and class (novice 0.k.)? | 
David Donnelly 


Morro Bay, CA 
&*e# # & &@ & & 


| recently tried to install ozcpr from FOG Utility 11. Unless | 
made a mistake in installing it, it does not work on double density 
systems. The documentation for ZCPR explains why. Whoever 
assembled this version for Osborne had to supply the address of 
the CCP. The address they gave was for single, not double density. 
It should be a relatively easy thing to change, and | really would 
appreciate it. 
Jeff Lund 
Moraga, CA 


ee 2 &€ @ & @ 


cont. on page 8 
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Mr. Jeff Evans article under Applications Toolbox in the May 
1983, FOGHORN answered a problem | was having. Namely, what to 
do with my old IBM Selectric typewriter. Typing individual en- 
velopes on my Ozzie was a pain and Jeff’s solution was perfect. 

Having used the program for awhile | have made a number of 
improvements that should prove helpful to others. Saving time and 
keystrokes is of prime importance if one is to ditch the old reliable 
typewriter. 

Use a function key to get to the program faster. Using setup and 
one of the 10 function keys type mt<esc>. A word about the es- 
cape key. Since you have to hit the <esc> key twice to imbed the 
formula into the function key, <esc> cannot be part of the for- 
mula when used as the last part of a function key. To get around 
this type <esc> <space> <esc> <esc>.As long asa space 
<space> is included, the <esc> will become part of the func- 
tion key. 

Using dot commands will speed up the procedure. Use .p!15 to set 
the envelope length. While .pl33 is usual for envelopes, remember 
that under Jeff's program you set the envelope where you want it to 
print, not at the top. 

Jeff was correct in stating that you could set up as many lines 
as needed and he used 15. Since | use the program for envelopes 
only, | found it to be much faster to limit the number of lines to 5. 

The command .po35 will allow you to type the address without 
having to center it on the screen. 

| think you will find these changes make jeff’s fine program 
much faster. To type more than one envelope simply hit the space 
bar and your function key and you are ready for your next one. 

As good as mailmerge is, it is not always feasible to set up a 
mail list for a very short, one time file. Jeff's program solves this 
problem. 

ANOTHER: 

| can’t directly answer Jim Tomas’s question (Fog Member An- 

nouncements, July 1983) but | recommend he read the August 


1983 issue of Easy Home Computer Magazine. One of the feature — 


articles is on Video Discs and the Computer. If Jim can’t find the 
magazine | will be happy to send a copy. 
Address: 1612 S. Main Street, Suite 205, Tulsa, OK 74119 


ANOTHER: 

Among the “More (Tips) on WordStar” by Alan H. Nelson in the 
June 1983 FOGHORN , | need to put in a word of caution. One of the 
tips concerns eliminating AUTOST.COM and typing; 

A>b: 
B>a:ws 

BEWARE OF THIS. In many instances this procedure will lose 
you the use of the arrow keys. Whenever an arrow key is pressed 
you will see ~L, ~K, OR “J at the top of the screen. If you want to 
utilize this startup system you may have to be content using letter 
keys instead of the arrow keys. 

When this problem first showed up we had our dealer, Micro 
Systems of Tulsa, call both Osborne and MicroPro. The problem 
centers around the changes Osborne made to WordStar in 
configuring it for the Ozzie. 

For whatever reason, this problem does not show up on all ma- 
chines or all of the time on others. On mine it is an all the time 
occurrence. If you can use Alan’s program without encountering 
this problem, all the more power to you. If anyone can tell us how to 
get around this | would appreciate it. 


ANOTHER: 

TO ALL AFFILIATED CHAPTER PRESIDENTS: Please send a 
copy of your chapters newsletter to Osborne Users of Tulsa, 1612 
S. Main Street, Suite 205, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74779. [ will see that 
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you are put on our newsletter mailing list. This exchange of news- 
letters each month should help each chapter. 

Ray Esposito 

Tulsa, OK 
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Do you know of any group that has developed a complete 
timekeeping, billing, and general ledger program that is especially 
tailored to fit lawyers? If you do, | would most appreciate your 
putting me in touch with them. 

Also, do you have any experience with the small Epson, 
notebook size computer, so far as being compatible with the 
Osborne | double density, upgraded to 80 characters display? | 
saw one of the small Epson units at Fort Worth, Texas in July at 
the Texas Bar Convention and the salesman assured me that it is 
compatible with my Osborne, but | want to find someone who has 
experimented and found most of the the bugs before | undertake 
one myself. 

By the way, | have seen one of the Radio Shack Model 100’s in 
operation, and it is more impressive to me than the Epson. The 
model that | saw had the full 32K of memory on it. Do you know of 
anyone who has successfully made the TRS-80, Model 100 
compatible with an Osborne |, double density, upgraded to 80- 
characters display? | would be very interested in being in contact 


with them, if that is possible. 


W.C. Shead 


Houston, TX 
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Thank you for a useful and informative newsletter. | have a 
LOBO MAX 80 rather than an OSBORNE, but find many of the tips 
published in the FOGHORN work for me as well as OSBORNE sys- 
tems. Most public domain programs for the OSBORNE, | have tried, 
work on my machine; | hope my luck continues. 

You might be interested to know that the only OSBORNE, | have 
seen, in the country [?] being used by a U.S. Marine Corp unit in the 
hills by the DMZ (running off a generator). The fact that it performed 
well in that kind of enviornment speaks well for the machine. 


Major Daniel C. Carson 
ese 8# &@ 2 & & 


[A copy of a note to a member from Tom Vyse, creator of HexPrintR, C. 
|. Software & Computer Products. Joel Mclure is (or represents) 
TECHWARE and produced CHARTECH. Both programs provide in- 
creased control of your printer from WordStar. Davia 


August 18, 1983 


Dear Mr. Merrick 

| was sorry to hear that you got your information from me later than 
from Joel McClure. There was a period here recently that | was 
flooded with both orders and inquiries. It happened to be at the same 
time that | was moving, so something had to give. | kept up with or- 
ders, but had to let information requests slip quite a bit, along with 
my bookkeeping tasks. Things are back on schedule now, so sorry 

about the trouble. 
Respectfully, 
Tom Vyse 
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[And now finally, this letter from Doug Hurst. If you haven't been fol- 
lowing this OSMOS 1 issue, it won’t mean much to you. The principals 
are D. M. Hurst, a frequent contributor to the FOGHORN, and fan 
Kitching of OSMOSIS. It started with a less-than-favorable review of 
the OSMOS | Double Density upgrade, from OSMOSIS, submitted by 
Mr. Hurst. If you are interested, you can pick up the story line back in 
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the June ‘83 FOGHORN. Also read the OSMOSIS ad, page 18; same 
issue. Next, see pages 6 & 13, August, page 8, September... and that 
brings you up to this letter (a redirect). Oh! Don’t miss Scott 
Piddington’s review in this issue of FOGHORN, | think it will be the 
last! _— David 


Dear FOGHORN, 

| probably should let a sleeping dog lie, but | respectively re- 
quest a chance for redirect on the OSMOS | issue. 

First, the review would never been submitted in the form it ap- 
peared had my inquiry received any kind of response. lan sug- 
gested | call. | cannot afford to have his product fixed on my 
money. | know of no (800) number for OSMOSIS, and having in- 


quired with (800) directory assistance, know there is none. | live in — 


Southern California. Can lan really expect someone from a foreign 
country or the East coast to call for help? 

Second, the seeds of my suspicions of “ghosting” on the inner 
tracks was not self-planted and certainly are not libelous. They 
Originated in OSMOSIS’ own promonana! literature. Quote: 


DEVELOPMENT 

“The quality of the Osborne 1 disk drives differ on a large 
scale. Initially we found that the problems of ghosting on the 
inner tracks could be solved by re-aligning the drives. How- 
ever re-alignment meant that customer’s original software 
may be unreadable following re-alignment. Of course, all the 
original software could be transferred at the time of re-align- 
ment, but mistakes would probably be made with the vast 
amount of software to be copied, leaving a very dissatisfied 
customer with half or all of his programs and data lost! Also 
disk re-alignment is quite a skill and if it is not done properly, 
drive A will not read a disk formatted on drive B and vice 
versa. 

With these inherent problems in mind we found another 
way of dealing with the problem by modifying the board to 
take into account any ghosting associated with poor quality 
drives.” 


In my review, | used the word all instead of any, an error, but any 
and all are closer to being synonymous than any and most. Also, 
after reading the paragraph above, does it sound as though any 
further modification or alignment to the drives will be required? | 
promise you | did read my instructions, and have re-read them and 


there is no mention of a diagnostic disk or the possibility that the | 


drives may need a speed adjustment. Possibly this information 
was included in later improved documentation. As Jerry Pournelle 
of BYTE says, ‘| have to review what | have, not what I’m told is 
coming.” | am currently burning copies of the documentation | re- 
ceived to send to OSMOSIS so, if | missed them, they may highlight 
these sections and return them to me. 

Third, concerning whether OSMOS | will boot straight into dou- 
_ ble-density programs. It will not, and there is no argument about 
that from anyone. Again quoting from the pre- sale promotional 
literature: 


SOFTWARE 

‘A disk is supplied with the board which creates a new ver- 
sion of CP/M from a copy of your own CP/M system disk. 
(Contrary to what lan thinks, | do know a little about CP/M 
and know it will not function unless the BIOS is complete. Be- 
cause DU would not read the B disk in the system tracks, | 
thought only the changed portion was being written as 
jumps/calls or something similar). The instructions to handle 
this operation are automatically carried out using a data file which is 
also supplied. From then on CP/M will recognize whether a disk is 
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single or double density and act accordingly. The facility remains 
to read and write single density for easy interchange of 
programs/data with other Osbornes. One of the programs sup- 
plied will enable you to auto-boot into double density using both 
drives.” 


Am | reading into the saber to think that double density 
programs can be booted into direct, similar to the way the Osborne 
modification can? 


Lastly, in this vein, 
“$195 Install it yourself and save $100 over Osborne’s charge.” 


Part of this is just semantics. My contention was that Osborne’s 
original charge was $185 and there was a $110 fee for installation. 
So, the conversion does cost $10 more than Osborne’s if you could 
install the latter yourself. | will not deny that you get to keep $100 
in your pocket. | still don’t like the statement. To me (purely per- 
sonal opinion) there is an implication that the OSMOSIS conver- 
sion is the same as the Osborne conversion except you install it 
yourself and save money. Even from the rebuttals to my original 
review we know there are significant differences between the two. 

Is it wrong to expect complete satisfaction for $195? If Mr. Ross 
is happy with 120K on one of his drives after many tries at aligning 
the speed, | can only envy his tolerance. | feel | paid for 184K on 
each. If Mr. Goodfellow is content with not being able to cold boot 
straight into a double-density program, again my applause for his 
tolerance. | feel the promotional literature clearly states that this 
is possible. | do notice that Mr. Goodfellow indicates he is not 
familiar with the OCC conversion. Would he be so generous with 
his praise for OSMOS | if he were? 

| realize that OSBAUD is not as expensive nor as complex as the 
double density conversion. lan’s point about extra cost which may 
be associated with modifying the main circuit board is valid. Con- 
cerns in this regard were expressed at the end of my review, stat- 
ing that the modification was not recommended during the 
warranty period. lan’s correct, the warning should extend further. 


Lastly, | only have other member’s concerns at heart when | 
contribute. | hope that my sincerity in that regard comes through 
somehow. | wanted OSMOS | to work desperately. | would have 
loved to have submitted a glowing review. Again, | would never 
have submitted the review in the form it appeared if | had received 
any kind of response from lan Kitching and/or his representative. | 
was upset, especially about having my order mishandled (a point 
lan did not refute in his response). The industry practice of going 
to market with products before they are completely ready has be- 
come so pervasive that we have come to expect it, and more un- 
fortunately accept it. | think OCC and manufacturers of second 
market equipment for the 071 must keep one thing in mind, the 
majority of the users are not technically minded. Second market 
manufacturers who want ensured success, must provide honestly 
represented programs, modifications and/or conversions with 
foolproof installations. 

One more thing | have to get off my chest. Would Mr. Ross and 
Mr. Goodfellow have submitted articles at all if they had not been 
incensed with my review? We have over 5000 members in the FOG. 
Anyone who is using their 01 or OE with any frequency at all, 
surely comes across something which would be of value to others 
every couple of months or so. So why doesn’t Dave receive 2500 
letters/articles every month? 

Doug Hurst 
~ 29 Palms, CA 


P.S. | urge double-density users who cannot get my WordStar 3.0 
install SUB file to run on their machines [FOGHOAWN, p. 16, Aug ’83] . 
cont. on page 10 
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to either alter addresses manually or break the file into two smaller 
ones (running the first half of the commands first because they fill 
all the addresses with zeros prior to doing anything else). The 
CP/M size under double density is larger, allowing less TPA. All the 
files required in the TPA to run the program will not fit on double- 
density machines. If a leader of a group wants help, tell them to 
Call collect. 





‘SUPERCALC — A SPREADSHEET 


[Also remember that the SUB file patches 8” WordStar ver. 3.0 to 





run on your Osborne 1, it does not convert your ver. 2.26 to SHORTCUT 
3.0! David By Scott Lent 
*#ee#e#e ws @ | 
MOVING? by Scott Lent 
Please help the FOGHORN move with you. | have been working on a new business venture for about the 
Send your membership number and new address to: past five months. It's a rather complex venture that will initially 
First Osborne Group (FOG) employ about 125 people and require substantial start up capital. 
P 0. Box 3474 Since | am the only one in our fledgling company to possess a com- 
Daly City, C A 94015-0474 puter, my Ozzie has absorbed many, many hours of crunching fig- 


ures to try and project our future profitablility. | can tell you that, 


United States of America without the Osborne and Supercalc, it would have been next to 


Number:__._ impossible to accurately analyze the dozens of changes that have 
PN a eee taken place almost every week. 
New address: But, even with Supercalc, my spreadsheets were so complex 


that | found myself spending many hours changing their internal 
makeup to analyze each new position. Then | discovered a very 
neat little trick that is so logical that you feel stupid for not having 
thought of it before. So, just in case I'm not the last one to discover 
Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- this technique, | would like to share it with you. 
interrupted delivery. > 


ADVERTISEMENT 





Wadsworth Electronic Publishing Company 


WHY BUY EXPENSIVE 
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE? 
WITH THE KEY-BY-KEY SERIES 
YOUR COMPUTER CAN DO 
WHAT YOU MEANT IT TO DO— 
SAVE MONEY 


THE KEY-BY-KEY SERIES 
by Sheldon Philips and Brian King 


THE KEY-BY-KEY SERIES takes you beyond the | 

users manual to show you exactly how to set up the aan 

practical, usable financial system you need. Easy GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 
step-by-step instructions illustrate how to take full SYSTEM FOR SUPERCALC $19.95 

advantage of the computing powers of VisiCalc and PAYROLL FOR SUPERCALC $19.95 _ 
SuperCalc and build a fully integrated GLAS—general 

ledger accounting system—that can be saved on-disk: GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 

and used as needed. SYSTEM FOR OSBORNE COMPUTERS $19.95 


PAYROLL FOR OSBORNE COMPUTERS 
VisiCalc owners, SuperCalc owners, and Osborne $19.95 


computer owners will find a KEY-BY-KEY workoook 
written specifically for them for General Ledger GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 
Accounting and Payroll. Soon to become available: SYSTEM FOR VISICALC $19.95 


Accounts Receivable and Accounts Payable. PAYROLL FOR VISICALC $19.95 


Look for these WEPCO products at your local 
computer dealer or bookstore. 
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£ 


METsCacesadeW dlsascoit(e Publishing Company Sd 
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“& 


6 Davis Drive, Belmont, California, 94002 


Osborne Computer is a registered trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation. 
SuperCalc is a registered trademark of Sorcim Corporation. VisiCalc is a registered trademark of Visicorp. 
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Invariably, when you set up a spreadsheet, the calculations in it 
are all based on a Certain set of assumptions. These assumptions 
can include unit costs, number of salesmen, advertising costs, 
financing rates, share of market, and the list goes on depending 
upon what you are tracking. These assumptions can be the key to 
make your spreadsheet easy to change. Here's how it works: 

First, it‘s important that anyone looking at your spreadsheet 
knows the assumptions. So they should be listed as an integral 
part of it. But, if you set this listing up properly, it can be the con- 
trol point for the entire sheet. Let‘s say that you put your list of 
assumptions right at the top of the spreadsheet. Use two columns 
to hold the information instead of entering it just as text in one col- 
umn. In the example below, column A holds the numerical data for 
each assumption and column B holds the description. 

|——-A— | ————B——— | 
11 ASSUMPTIONS 
“D1 SRS RS ASR IR AIA ACI A IR A A IRR I 
31 50 units per salesman/wk 
4; 125 dollars profit per unit 
51 12% financing costs 
6: 16 salesmen 
7: 2 Sales managers 

Now as you build your spread sheet, make sure that you use for- 
mulae that refer back to the numerical cells in your list of assump- 
tions. For instance, if you wanted to calculate your weekly sales 
output in the example above, you would enter A3*A6 in the proper 
cell of the spreadsheet. Profit per week would be entered as 
A3*A4*A6. Profit per sales manager would be (A6*A3*A4)/A7. 

Later, if you would like to see what impact would be made by 
hiring two more salesmen, you don’t have to go back into each cell 
and change that value. You simply change the “16 salesmen” in 
your list of assumptions to “18 salesmen’. Now, all of the cells in 
the spreadsheet that use the number of salesmen as part of their 
formulae will automatically be updated by hitting the recalcula- 
tion key [that’s the! key. . . Editor]. \n our example, you would 
update your spreadsheet by entering only one new value in the list 
of assumptions instead of going into each.of the three cells that 
use the number of salesmen in its calculation and changing that 
value. 

Setting up your spreadsheet in this manner has a couple of big 
advantages. First, when you come back to printouts that 
spreadsheet later, you will know exactly what went into the cal- 
culation of each version. Second, taking advantage of the ‘what 
if?” power of Supercalc will be simpler and faster. I’ve found it to 


be a tremendous time saver. 
*® &@ &@ &@ &@ @ @ 


JUST STARTING dBASE Il 


(FROM THE PUPPY FARM) 
by John Gaudio 


Using dbase Il is really pretty easy. Let’s create a simple 
database to handle your mailing list. 

Start by putting your dBase II disk in the A drive, (a copy of course, 
with system tracks added) and a data disk in the B drive (this must be 
formatted, and ideally is a copy of the master blank data disk dis- 
cussed in an earlier article.) Press the reset button and the RETURN 
key. | 

dBase li will come up and ask you for the date. Once the date is 
entered you'll be confronted with the “dot prompt,” a period at the 
left edge of the screen. Everything you’re going to type will appear 
in Boldface. dBase responses will be in the standard font. Remem- 
ber <€R> means press the return key. 
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Since most of our work is normally done on the B drive the first. 
command we'll give dBase is: 


sot default to b<CR> 


which tells it that any files mentioned are to be automatically cre- 
ated or found on the B drive unless we specify otherwise. This 
command alone saves me from a lot of mistakes because | perpet- 
ually forget the B: in front of my file names. With the “SET DE- 
FAULT TO B” those B:s aren’t needed anymore. . 

Now we need to create the database. This is done with the CRE- 


ATE command: 


create names<€R> 
dBase Il responds with the following: 


ENTER RECORD STRUCTURE AS FOLLOWS: 
FIELD NAME,TYPE,WIDTH, DECIMAL PLACES 
001 FNAME,C,10<CR> 

002 LNAME,C,20<€R> 

003 ADDRESS,C,40<€R> 

004 CSZ,C,40<CR> 

005 <CRk> 


jon) 


INPUT DATA NOW? N<C€R> 


You have just created your database. Each record will contain four 
fields, FirstNAME, LastNAME, ADDRESS, and CityStateZip. Field 
names should always be less than 10 characters. The first char- 
acter should be a letter, and the rest can be letters or numbers. A 
colon can also be embedded in the name to separate two words 
such as OIL:GAS. Each field in this database is a Character type 
field, and each has been assigned a length. We didn’t assign any- 
thing under decimal places as this applies only to Numeric fields. 
This particular database has no Numeric or Logical fields. We 
don’t need any for this simple mailing list. 

Having created the database we must now use it. This is done 
with the USE command: 


-USE NAMES 


We can now look at the structure of our database with the 
command: 


.LIST STRUCTURE 
to which dBase responds: 


STRUCTURE FOR FILE: NAMES .DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00000 
DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 08/17/83 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 


FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 FNAME C =: 010 
002 LNAME C =: 020 
003 ADDRESS C =: 040 
004 CSZ C ©6040 
** TOTAL ** 00111 


You may notice that 10, 20, 40, and 40 add up to 110, not 111. No, 
dBase Il didn’t make an addition error, it uses the extra character 
to help keep track of your record. 

Now the command: 


APPEND <CR> 


will bring up a screen with places for you to enter information for 
each field. Enter the information for one record, and the screen will 
come up again for the suvund record. Fill in that screen and you'll be 
set for record three. When you’re finished just press returns to get to — 
the bottom of an empty record and the dBase II prompt will again — 


appear. cont. on page 12 
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If you want to see what you’ve done try the command: 
list<€R> 


and dBase will show you the information in each record. You'll 
have to hold the control key down (marked CTRL just below the TAB 
key) and press the left or right arrow key on the right side of the key- 
board to scroll the screen and see all the information. When you want 
to get the screen back to its standard center position just hold down 
the control key and press the square brackets key just to the left of 
the up arrow key. — | 

For now we’re done, having created a database file, entered data 
into it, and taken a quick look at it, so type the command: 


.QUIT<tR> 


to let dBase know you're finished. This is very important and can’t be | 


overstressed! If you don’t type QUIT your database may not be prop- 
erly closed, and that can mean the loss of a great deal of information 
and effort. Always stop dBase with the QUIT command! 


Next time we'll look at a way to get these names and addresses | 


onto paper. In the meantime have fun creating your own databases 


with information that’s important to you. Enjoy! 
ee eke & & & 
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USING DU-V77.COM (PART Il) 
D. M. Hurst 


Continuing right where we left off, part Il of this series will dis- 
cuss the following DU commands/functions: | 


=,L,G, V,D A &H (partially a review from Part |, FOGHORN Sept. 
‘83, vol.ll no. 12), +/-/, Z, Mand P 


As in the last article, it will probably be best if you load DU.COM 
into the O01 and perform each of the commands as they are ex- 
plained. DU is invoked as are other .COM files by simply typing the 
filename and <RETURN>. 

We'll start with three of the most used commands, the L (log to 
another drive), = (search) and G (Group). In Part !, we disected a 
directory entry and | hope you have a copy of that issue of 
FOGHORN because we never repeat ourselves... Well, maybe just 
this once. 


60 O04C4F41 44202020 20434F4D OOOOD00E *.LOAD COM....* 
70 oC000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ * 
First line - 
60 O004C4F41 44202020 20434F4D OODD000E *.LOAD COM....* 
J 
| 


| | 
I | 


“file name 
in ASCII 


( 
| 
----hex file name----- a 
| 
{ 


Il 

I 

| 

1 t 
11 I 
7 extent- 
{| 

| 

| 

It 

i 

I 


| 
I 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
I 
I 
! 
| 
~ 


y-- -- 


file size in sectors- 
“*-00 = file active 
ES = file erased 
“-displacement of line in directory sector 
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second line - 
70 OC000000 0000000 cN000000 OD0000000 *................ * 
“---allocation group numbers------- = 

In the second line, we can see the allocation GROUPS taken up by 
the file on the First line (in this case only 1, OC). What we will do is 
go to the first group of a selected file and begin searching for a 
particular character/number or string of characters/numbers, ei- 
ther ASCII or HEX. For this | would suggest you place a disk 
containing text files in drive B and of course your CP/M utilities 
disk (with DU.COM) in drive A. 


NOTE: Whenever the directory track is referred to as track 3, 
double-density users should substitute track 2. 
To get to a starting point, enter the following: 
A>DU LB;T3;$1;0<RETURN> 
You should see something similar to the following: 


A) DU LB;13;51;D 
G=00:00, T=3, S=1, PS=0 
G=00:00, T=3, S=1, PS=0 


00 00524943 48202020 20202020 00000013 *.RICK see 
10 01000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ ' 
20 004F534D 4F534953 20202020 00000035 *.OSMOSIS cee 
30 02000000 00000000 00000000 c0000000 *..............., - 
40 004F5342 4F524E45 20202020 0000000A *.OSBORNE oieee 
50 03000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ is 
60 00424A41 434F4253 20202020 00000018 *.BJACOBS ee 

70 OC000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *........... inane “ 


All the commands used to obtain this display were discussed in 
Part | except the second, LB. L is the actual command for log to a 
drive, and the B indicates we want to log over to drive B. 

So, now we should be looking at the first sector of the directory 


track of the disk in drive B, containing text files. Again notice the 


second line of each directory entry to find the groups allocated to 
that file. For the sake of simplicity, type in the following command: 


GXX;D<RETURN>(replace XX with the 1st allocation group num- 
ber of second file in your dump.) 


Even though your dump will be different than mine, you should see 
something similar to the following: 


:G02;D (in this case; refer to line 30 above) 


G=0002:00, T=3, S=1, PS=1 | 

00 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * 

10 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * 

20 52455649 45570D0D ODOA2020 20202020 *REVIEW.... 
30 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * 

40 20204F53 4D4F5320 4920444F 55424C45 * OSMOS I DOUBLE* 
50 2044454E 53495459 ODOAODOA 20202020 * DENSITY.... * 
60 20C92061 ED207472 756CF920 73616464 * I am truly sadd* 
70 656E65E4 2074EF20 686176E5 2074EF20 *ened to have to * 


A heading repeating the group you selected, and also showing the 
track and sector you are in, as well as the dump of the first sector in 
the group. Since we picked a text file (WE did didn’t we), you should 
see the ASCII representation of your text over on the right between 
the ‘‘*’s”. The HEX representations are on the left center. From Part, 
you know you can change any byte(s) in this sector using the CH 
command, so we'll not go into that. But, say we know we want to find 
some group of characters in this file (starting at the group we se- 
lected). The command is ‘=’, meaning search for a string equal to. 


_ 


% * % % 
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We can search for ASCII strings or HEX strings or single characters 
of each. ASCII strings are entered exactly as you want them found (in 
other words, upper and lower case make a difference): 

=] am truly;D(In ASCII) 
=<(9><20> <61> <ED><20><74> <72><713> 
<6C><F9>;D (In HEX) 


In this case we would come to a stop at exactly the same sector 
and track we are currently in as can be seen below. The difference 


> 


is the = AT 6B 

=I am truly;D 
= AT 6B 
G=0002:00, T=3, S=1, PS= 
00 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * . 
10 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * * 
20 52455649 45570D0D ODOA2020 20202020 *REVIEW.... i 
30 20202020 20202020 20202020 20202020 * + 
40 20204F53 4D4F5320 4920444F 55424C45 * OSMOS I DOUBLE* 
50 2044454E 53495459 ODOAODOA 20202020 * DENSITY.... % 
60 2092061 ED207472 756CF920 73616464 * I am truly sadd* 
70 656E65E4 2074EF20 686176E5 2074EF20 *ened to have to * 


character 6B (in boldface) is the address just after the last character 


in the string. Now iry: 


= <00><0A> 
You should be faced with the following: 


=(0D) (OA) 
= AT 2A 
G=0002:00, T=3, S=1, PS=1 


20202020 20202020 
20202020 20202020 
52455649 45570D0D 
20202020 20202020 
20204F53 4D4F5320 
2044454E 53495459 
20092061 ED207472 
656E65E4 2074EF20 


20202020 20 20 20 20 


20202020 20202020 
op0A2020 20202020 
20202020 20202020 
A920444F 55424045 
ODOAODOA 20202020 
756CF920 73616464 
686176E5 2074EF20 


* * 

* * 
*REVIEW.... * 
* * 
* OSMOS I DOUBLE* 
* DENSITY... * 
* T am truly sadd* 
*ened to have to * 


Again, the same track and sector, this time we stop at 2A (boldface). 
This whole process is a lot like the ~ QF function in WordStar. Prac- 
tical uses for many of the functions described will be shown in the 
wrap-up to this series. 

Reviewing text in the format we have seen so far would be a little 
tedious. For convenience, DU has a command which makes text ap- 
pear much as it would on the screen when editing. This command is 
V, for view, and may be entered by itself or with a number after it for 
the number of sectors you desire to view. 


:V<RETURN> 
REVIEW 


OSMOS I DOUBLE DENSITY 


I am truly saddened to 
G=0002:00, T=3, S=1, PS=1 


Or, 
:V05<RETURN> 


REVIEW 
OSMOS I DOUBLE DENSITY 

I am truly saddened to have to write this review. I guess, however, 
anytime you go out on a limb, you should expect to have it sawed off be- 
hind you. 

I’m sure you’ ve seen the ads in both FOGHORN and the Portable Compan- 
ion. ‘$195. Install it yourself and save $100 over Osborne's price.’’ 
Actually, it costs $10 more than Osborne's and you save the installation 
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fee. 

So, what do you get for your $195? You get hardware, firmware and soft- 
ware. The hardware consists of an add-on controller board that fits to 
the re 


G=0002:04, T=3, S=5, PS=5 


Onto something else. We have been using the D command, in 
both Part | and this episode, to dump a sector. We also have the 
similar A and H commands. A dumps ASCII only and H dumps HEX 


only. 

-A<RETURN> 

00 * * 
10 * * 
20 *REVIEW.... * 
30 * * 
40 * OSMOS I DOUBLE* 
50 * DENSITY....  * 


60 * I am truly sadd* 
70 *ened to have to * 


-H<RETURN> 


00 20202020 20202020 
10 20202020 20202020 
20 52455649 45570D0D 
30 20202020 20202020 
40 20204F53 4D4F5320_ 
50 2044454E 53495459 
60 20092061 ED207472 756CF920 73616464 
70 656E65E4 2074EF20 686176E5 2074EF20 


The + and — commands are used to step sectors and / is the 
repeat command. Because of space considerations the product of 
these commands will not be displayed, but a few command lines 
will be shown. . 
:+ <RETURN> 


will take you to sector 2, if you were previously at sector 1. 
:-<RETURN> 


will take you to sector 1, if you were previously at sector 2. It 
should be pointed out that if you are at sector 1 and give the — 
command, you will step back one track and be at logical sector 20. 
Both + and — can also take an amount. For example: 


+F<RETURN> 


will advance you 15 (OFH) sectors. 

Would you like to look at your entire disk with one string of com- 
mands? Try this: 
=+;/<RETURN> 


That last command before the <RETURN>, that is the /, is the 
repeat command. It is defaulted to forever, but can also take an 
amount. Use “S to pause and look at a particular sector. You'll no- 
tice right away that the sectors pass by fairly quickly. Don’t fear, 
there is a command for this also. 

This command is called the Z or ‘‘sleep’” command. Z is de- 
faulted at 1 second. Wherever Z is placed, therefore, a 1 second 
pause will take place. Z may be given an amount also. The docu- 
mentation says each number amounts to 1/10th of a second ona 
2MHZ CPU. Since the 01 runs at 4MHZ, figure on about half this 
amount: 


:+;Z0A;/<RETURN> 
should result in about a half second of delay. 
>+;Z14;/<RETURN> 


will cause a 2 second delay. This is a good time to bring out that all 
cont. on page 14 


20202020 20202020 
20202020 20202020 
ODOA2020 20202020 
20202020 20202020 
4920444F 55424045 
ODOAOQDOA 20202020 
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amounts assigned to a command should be entered in HEX. If you 
were to enter Z1000, meaning you wanted a 50 second delay, DU 
would treat it as 10H, and you will get only a little more than a half 
second delay. | 

The last two commands to be discussed in this part of the series 
are P and M..P toggles the printer: 

:P;D;P 
will toggle the printer on, dump the current sector, then toggle the 
printer off. | 

The M command displays a map of the group allocations for all 
files on the logged disk: 


‘M<RETURN> 


0001-0001 00 RICK 00 : 0002-0002 O00 OSMOSIS. 00 
0003-0003 00 OSBORNE . 00 : 0004-0004 OODBASIC .DOC 00 
0005-0005 00 BJACOBS . 00 : 0006-0006 00 OSMOSIS. 00 
0007-0007 OO ADVENT . 00 : 0008-0008 00 SMALSOFT .FRM 00 
0009-0009 00 BUSH .LTR 00 : OOOA-000A 00 LONG .LTR 00 


ETC. AND MANY MORE FILES BIC. 
003F-003F 00 DU .FOG 00 : 0040-0040 OO TEMPDU .FOG 00 
0041-0042 (ES DU2 .BAK 00): 0043-0044 (E5 DU2 .BAK 00) 
0045-0045 Of DU2 .FOG 00 : 0046-012F ++FREE++ 


G=0000:00, T=2, S=1, PS=1 
The files in parentheses and containing the E5’s, are erased files. 
groups 0046-012F are free for use. 

Still, nothing much has been said about practical uses for DU, 
save for changing disk information. Let’s save that for the last 


article in this series (Sure hope your subscription to FOGHORN 


didn’t run out this month). The finale will contain explanations of 
the remaining pertinent commands and many practical applica- 
tions for DU. Again, thank you Ward Christensen. 

In closing, | would like to thank Bob Briggs for his beautifully 
written article on programming in C. | purchased 6/80 Version 2.0 
from the Software Toolworks, 15233 Ventura Blvd, Sherman Oaks, 


CA 91403 and The € Primer , Morris and Krieger, Prentice Hall, © 


- SBN# 0-07-02598 1-X. | have finished the primer and have had a 
ball. I’m ready to attack The € Programming Language , Kernigan and 
Ritchie, Prentice Hall(1978). €/80 does not support full C, but it 
only costs $49.50 and is certainly sufficient to see if you like the 
language and for serious programming if you are not concerned 


about working with anything but integer numbers. 
*#e¢e8%e8 8 %@ & 


FILTER 
by Claude Ostyn 


FILTER.COM filters out unwanted characters or reformats text 
files. It is useful when text needs to be transferred between dif- 


ferent types of computers, or received text needs to be edited. 


Since the filtering operation is done while copying the file, the orig- 
inal text file is not altered. | 


The FILTER options are: 

L — Filters out all line feeds, and pads empty lines with a space. 
This format is used for uploading to a Honeywell time-shar- 
ing system such as the University of Alaska system. 

C — Removes extra carriage returns and spaces from justified or 
formatted text, thus allowing reformatting with the WordStar 
Control-B command of text downloaded from another 
computer. 

All carriage returns are removed and replaced by a space, ex- 
cept those that follow a period, a colon or a question mark; these 
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are assumed to be marking a paragraph break. 

Carriage returns will also be kept if they follow a number, or an 
uppercase Character in a mixed upper- and lowercase text: in 
these cases, they are assumed to be marking the end of a heading, 


_ title or address. 


Hyphens at the end of a line are removed and the hyphenated 
words are rejoined. 

P — Removes all print control commands imbedded in text by 
WordStar. When this option is used, there is a further choice 
between preserving or removing WordStar formatting codes 
such as soft spaces, soft returns, soft hyphens and dot 
commands. 

If formatting codes are removed, they are replaced by their 
“hard” equivalent, except the dot commands which are removed 
entirely. The result is a “pure” ASCII text file. In this version, tab 
characters (09H) are not eliminated. They are never present in 
WordStar files created in the “D” docurnent mode, but are often 
used in program listings created in the ‘‘N’” mode. 

S — Is the same as option “‘P” above, except that the user selects 
which print control commands are to be removed. This can be 
useful when the text is to be sent to a printer which does not 
support some of the commands imbedded in the text. 


OPERATION 

The program will sign on with its name and the version number. 
It immediately asks you the name of the file you want to copy from 
(Fig.1 ). Enter the name, using the standard CP/M format. If you 
Called FILTER from inside WordStar, use Control-H instead of the 
back arrow if you need to backspace. If you do not specify a drive 
with the file name, you will be asked for a drive designator (A or B). 
If the file is not on the disk, you will be asked to re-enter the name. 


Fig. 1: Examples of file name entry 

i Name of file to copy from: myfil.txt 
| On which drive? b 

| 

| 

| Can’t find that file. Try again. 

| Name of file to copy from: myfile.txt 
| On which drive? b 


| 

| Name of file to copy to: B:MYTEXT 
! 

| 

| Output file already exists... 

| OK to overwrite (Y/N)? n 

i Use another name for output file? n 

| Try another disk? y 

| This may not work if the new disk does not 
| contain the CP/M system tracks... 

| Insert disk for copy in drive A 

i and press any key, or ESC to exit x 


ce ea re ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ew SS ee oe 


Next enter the name and drive of the destination file. If the file 
already exists, you will be given the option to overwrite it, change 
the name, or make the copy on another disk. 

If you decide to overwrite a file, the program will warn you that it 
is deleting it, then present you with the filter selection menu (Fig. 
2). Press the letter of your choice; it does not have to be upper- 


case. 
cont. on page 19 
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AFFILIATED MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 


First FOG of Silicon Valley (1st FOG SV) 
P. 0. Box 51432 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 

(415) 856-0954 


San Francisco FOG (SF FOG) 
1662 — 11th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 334-2851 


East Bay FOG 

307 Elmwood Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94610 
(415) 841-6570 


Denver Osborne Group (DOG) 

P. 0. Box 27826 

Denver, CO 80227 

(303) 934-1407 

Monteray Bay Area Osborne Computer Users Group (MBAOCUG) 
650 Lewis Road 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

(408) 722-4272 


Davis Oshorne Group (DOG) 
1706 Pole Line Road 
Davis, CA 95616 

(916) 756-2967 


Austin Enclave of Independent Osborne Users (AEIOU) 
P. 0. Box 10043 

Austin, TX 78766 

(512) 837-7539 


Raleigh Osborne Computer Club (ROCC) 
3296 Lewis Farm Road 

Raleigh, NC 27607 

(919) 782-9576 


Oberlin Oshorne Users Group ( Houck Computing Center Oberlin 


College 
Oberlin, OH 44074 
(216) 775-8290 


Wenatchee Osborne Group (WOG) 
211 Ridgemont Drive 

East Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(509) 884-3279 


Stockton Osborne Group (SOG) 
8440 Solano Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95209 

(209) 475-8440 


Midwest FOG 

4000 East Tiffen 

Des Moines, 1A50317 | 
(515) 266-8764 

Smokey Mountain Osborne Group (SMOG) 
Educational Computing Center 
136 Fairbanks Road 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

(615) 482-7919 

Detroit FOG (DeFOG) 

c/o 21779 Lundy 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48024 
(313) 471-1342 





19. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


20. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


Memphis Osborne Group (MOG) 


0007 Lake Valley Cove #901 
Memphis, TN 38115 
(901) 795-5017 


Greater Orlando Osborne Users Group (GOOUG) 
J330 Tribune Drive 

Orlando, FL 32806 

(305) 273-5335 


Vancouver Portable Computer Club (VPCC) . 
P. 0. Box 80621 

Burnaby, BC V5H 3Y1 

CANADA 

(604) 298-6990 


Peninsula FOG (PenFOG) © 

c/o Allen Heutz 

Kenai Peninsula Community College 
P. 0. Box 848 

Soldatna, AK 99669 

(907) 262-5801 


Three Rivers Osborne Group, WA (TROG) 
P. 0. Box 1522 

Richland, WA 99352 

(509) 375-3258 . 


Central Florida Oshorne Group (CFOG) 
7106 Keel Court 

Orlando, FL 32811 

(305) 298-8576 


Osborne Portable Enthusiasts of Kansas (OPEK) 
1727 Womer Drive 

Wichita, KS 67203 

(316) 945-8389 


Milwaukee Osborne Group (MilWOG) 
814 Ridgeway Drive 

Pewaukee, Wi 53072 

(414) 691-4241 


Arkansas FOG (AFOG) 
2327 West Berry 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
(501) 575-2980 


American German Osborne Group (AGOG) 
c/o Robert McDowell 

Mecklenburgerstr. 24 

6200 Wieshaden-Nordenstadt 

WEST GERMANY 

0612-213276 


Vegas Osborne Group (VOG) 
1960 Miner Way 

Las Vegas, NV 89104 
(702) 452-2544 


Gold Coast Osborne Group (GCOG) 
9352 S.W. 182nd Street 

Miami, FL 33157 

(305) 255-7391 


Cincinnati Osborne Group (COG) 
6404 Coffey Street 

Cincinnati, OH 45230 

(513) 232-4076 

Panhandle Osborne Group (PHOG) 
3028 NE 26th Street 

Amarillo, TX 79107 

(806) 355-7509 


cont. on page 18 
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Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of organiza- 
tion officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (November 1st for December issue).For a list 
of other groups, see “CONTACTS” later in this issue, in back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG 
Offices. Please include a note with your geographical area. 








Day Date City A.M.0. Time Address Contact No. 
1s'Sa Oct 1 Lexington, KY KOG 12:00n Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 606-623-1884 
1st Su Oct 2 Fresno, CA FROG 2:00pm_ Fresno County Library, 2420 Mariposa 209-683-2252 
1s) M Oct 3 Milwaukee, WI MILWOG 7:00pm Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm E495, Univ. of WI 414-691-4241 
18' Tu Oct 4 Oberlin, OH “Ob Os 7:00pm _ Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 216-775-8290 
Oct 4 Santa Maria, CA SMOG 7:00pm _ Allstate Savings & Loan, 401 South Broadway 805-937-1128 
1st 'W Oct 5 Stockton, CA SOG 7:00pm_Allen’s Computerland 209-475-8440 
18 Th Oct 6 Orlando, FL GOOUG 7:000m Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-273-5335 
Oct 6 Orlando, FL CFLOG 7:00pm _ Orlando Utilities Commission Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 305-298-8576 
Oct 6 Santa Clara, CA 1st FOG SV 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 415-856-0954 
Oct 6 W. Lafayette, IN HOG 6:30pm Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway 317-743-1139 
Oct 6 Denver, CO DOG 8:000m CONFIRM 303-934-1407 
18) Oct 7 Wiesbaden Germany AGOG 7:00pm _ Hainerberg Cafeteria 06 12-213276 
2nd Sa Oct 8 Bangkok Thailand BOG 1:00o0m Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom 662-3114966 
2nd Su Oct 9 Amarillo, TX POG 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Oct 9 Miami, FL GCOUG 1:00pm_ ~F.|.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-255-739 1 
and M Oct 10 Evansville, IL E-OSBUG 6:30pm Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oaklyn & Lynch 812-479-5108 
Oct 10 Fort Smith, AR AFOG 7:00pm CONFIRM 501-575-2980 
Oct 10 Toronto, Ont TASOFOG 7:00pm CONFIRM 416-889-2072 
2" Tu Octi1  Ames,IA Midwest FOG 7:00pm_ lowa State (old engineering annex) West Lincoln Way 515-266-8764 
Oct 11 Mill Valley, CA MOG 7:000m West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale | 415-331-3472 
Oct 11 Memphis, TN MOG 7:00pm 34th Floor, Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Room 901-795-5017 
Oct 11 ~~ Lincoln, NE L-LOG 7:30pm Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52°¢ & St. Paul 402-472-1392 
Oct11 Atascadero, CA CCOG 7:30pm _ Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 805-466-831 1 
Oct 11 Omaha, NE OACP/MUG 7:00pm CONFIRM 402-348-0440 
and Ww Oct 12 Vancouver, BC VPCC 7:30pm _ Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 604-298-6990 
Oct 12 Oakland, CA East Bay FOG 6:00pm B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 415-834-9436 
21 Th Oct 13 Davis, CA DOG 7:30pm_ Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ Street 916-756-2967 
Oct 13 Orlando, FL GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-273-5335 
Oct 13 Sioux City, IA SLOG 7:30pm 3101 Norman Drive 712-252-2182 
Oct 13 Modesto, CA Tule FOG CONFIRM 209-578-4909 
208 F Oct 14 = Salinas, CA MBAOCUG 7:00pm 12250 Alp Circle 408-722-4272 
3° Sa Oct 15 Kenai, AK PenFOG 10:00am Room V111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 907-262-5801 
3d Oct 17 Wenatchee, WA WOG 7:00pm Computer Systems Marketing, 1030 North Wenatchee 509-884-3279 
Oct 17 ~—_— Raleigh, NC ROCC 7:30o0m CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 919-782-9576 
Oct 17 Oberlin, OH “Ob Os 7:00pm _ Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 216-775-8290 
Oct 17 Detroit, MI DeFOG 7:30pm _ Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 313-471-1342 
Oct 17 Edmonton, Alb KOG 7:30pm_ Alberta Vocational College, 10215 — 108 Street 403-459-0416 
3'¢ Tu Oct 18 Cincinnati, OH COG 7:00pm Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
3 W Oct 19 = Ann Arbor, MI TOGA? 7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of MI, 1103 East Huron St 313-662-9026 
Oct 19 Oak Ridge, TN SMOG 7:30pm CONFIRM 615-482-7919 





Continued next page 
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Day 





3rd WW 


3° Th 


4th Su 


Ath 
4 Tu 


Ath yy 


4th Th 


18! Tu 


18! W 
18'Th 


ae 
18! Sa 
18! Su 
1s'M 
2nd Ty 


and W 


2001 


and F 
2d Sa 
2nd Su 


3° M 





Date 

Oct 19 
Oct 19 
Oct 19 
Oct 20 
Oct 20 
Oct 20 
Oct 20 
Oct 20 


. Oct 20 


Oct 20 
Oct 23 
Oct 23 
Oct 24 
Oct 25 
Ock25 
Oct 26 
Oct 27 
Oct 27 
Oct 27 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


Nov 


COlmslamla@almINIn; al Alololowlolwl]rmfiaja 


Nov 
Nov 8 
Nov 9 
Nov 9 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 11 
Nov 12 
Nov 13 
Nov 13 
Nov 14 
Nov 14 
Nov 14 


City 

Humboldt, CA 
Las Vegas, NV 
Austin, TX 
Orlando, FL 
Provo, UT 
Danbury, CT 
Santa Clara, CA 
Orlando, FL 
College Station, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Amarillo, TX 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Mill Valley, CA 
Wichita, KS 
Greenville, SC 
Richland, WA 
San Francisco, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Richmond, VA 
Oberlin, OH 
Santa Maria, CA 
Stockton, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Orlando, FL 
Santa Clara, CA 
W. Lafayette, IN 
Denver, CO 


Wiesbaden Germany 


Lexington, KY 
Fresno, CA 
Milwaukee, WI 
Ames, IA 

Mill Valley, CA 
Memphis, TN 


Lincoln, NE 


Atascadero, CA 
Omaha, NE 
Vancouver, BC 
Oakland, CA 


San Francisco, CA 


Davis, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Sioux City, IA 
Modesto, CA 
Salinas, CA 
Bangkok Thailand 
Amarillo, TX 
Miami, FL 
Evansville, IL 
Toronto, Ont 
Fort Smith, AR 
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A.M.O. 

HOG 

VOG 
AEIOU 
GOOUG 
UFOG 
DOG 

Ist FOG SV 
CFLOG 
AGGNOG 
OUT 

POG 
TROG 
MOG 
OPEK 
POGO 
TROG 

SF FOG 
GOOUG . 
CVOG 

“Ob Os 
SMOG 
SOG 
GOOUG 
CFLOG 

1st FOG SV 
HOG 

DOG | 
AGOG 
KOG 

FROG 
MilWOG 
Midwest FOG 
MOG 

MOG 
L-LOG 
CCOG 
OACP/MUG 
VPCC 
East Bay FOG 
SF FOG 
DOG 
GOOUG 
SLOG 

Tule FOG 
MBAOCUG 
BOG 
POG 
GCOUG 
E-OSBUG 
TASOFOG 
AFOG 


Time 


7:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 


7:30pm 
7:00pm 
5:30pm 
7:00pm 
. 2:30pm 
2:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:000m 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 


7:00pm | 


7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
7:00pm 
12:00n 
2:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 


7:30pm __ 


6:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 


7:00pm 
1:00pm 
2:30pm 
1:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 


Address 


Las Vegas Library, 1726 East Charleston 

Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 
CONFIRM 

5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
Orlando Utilities Commission Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 
A & A Building, Texas A & M Univ. 

Micro Systems, 2010 South 68th East Ave 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 

Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 

West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

St. Paul’s Methodist Church, 13th & Broadway 
Computer Dynamics, 1540 Wade Hampton Blvd. 
1776 Fowler 

St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine 
Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Meeting Room, Cloverleaf Mall 

Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 

Allstate Savings & Loan, 401 South Broadway 
Allen's Computerland 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Orlando Utilities Comm. Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 
5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway 


CONFIRM 


Hainerberg Cafeteria 

Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 
Fresno County Library, 2420 Mariposa 

Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm E495, Univ. of WI 

lA State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Way 
West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

34th FI., Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Rm 

Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52°9 & St. Paul 
Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 

CONFIRM 

Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 

B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 

St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine Dr 
Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ Street 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

3101 Norman Drive 


~ CONFIRM 


12250 Alp Circle 

Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 

F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 
Oaklyn Br. Evansville Library, Oaklyn & Lynch 
CONFIRM 

CONFIRM — 104 B.A. Annex 
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Contact No. 


707-445-2074 
702-452-2544 
512-837-7539 
305-273-5335 
801-225-8293 
203-775-1102 
415-856-0954 
305-298-8576 
409-845-5814 
918-584-5610 
806-355-7509 
412-922-5933 
415-331-3472 
316-945-8389 
803-233-3434 
509-375-3258 
415-334-285 1 
305-273-5335 
804-270-9404 
216-775-8290 
805-937-1128 
209-475-8440 
305-273-5335 
305-298-8576 
415-856-0954 
317-743-1139 
303-934-1407 
06 12-213276 

606-623-1884 
209-683-2252 
414-691-4241 
515-266-8764 


415-331-3472 


901-795-5017 
402-472-1392 
805-466-8311 
402-348-0440 
604-298-6990 
415-834-9346 
415-334-2851 
916-756-2967 
305-273-5335 
712-252-2182 
209-578-4909 
408-722-4272 
662-3114966 

806-355-7509 
305-255-7391 
812-479-5108 
416-889-2072 
501-575-2980 








29. 


30. 


31. 


(82. 


33. 


34. 


30. 


36. 


3f. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 





Humboldt Osborne Group (HOG) 
315 P Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 

(707) 445-2074 


Utah FOG (UFOG) 


- 1093 West 320 South 


Orem, UT 84057 

(801) 225-8293 

Marin Osborne Group (MOG) 
P. 0. Box 294 

Sausalito, CA 94966-0294 


(415) 331-3472 


Kentucky Osborne Group (KOG) 
109 Kinkead Hall 

University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506 

(606) 623-1884 


Al Khobar Osborne Group (AIKOG) 
¢/o Jim Pace — Halliburton Company 
Aramco 

P. 0. Box 2319 

Dhahran, 

SAUDIA ARABIA 

Hoosier Oshorne Group (HOG) 
4395 South Chauncey 

West Lafayette, IN 47906 

(317) 743-1139 

Fresno Osborne Group (FROG) 


P.O. Box 127 


Oakhurst, CA 93644 
(209) 683-2252 


Bangkok Osborne Group (BOG) 
P. 0. Box 11-213 

Bangkok 10110 

THAILAND 

(662) 3114966 


The Osborne Group of Ann Arbor (TOGA2) 
1512 Plymouth Road Apt. 38 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

(313) 662-9026 


Siouxland Osborne Group (SLOG) 
P.0. Box 2193 © 

Sioux City, IA 51104 

(712) 252-2182 


Lincoln Local Osborne Group (Lincoln LOG) © 
3859 Dudley | 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

(402) 472-1392 


Danbury Osborne Group (DOG) 
23 Crestview Drive 
Brookfield, CT 06804 

(203) 438-4696 


Piedmont Owner's Group of Osbornes (POGO) 
201 East North Street : 
Greenville, SC 29601 

(803) 233-3434 


Santa Maria Oshorne Group (SMOG) 
3290 Poppinga Way 

Santa Maria, CA 93455 

(805) 937-1128 
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43. 


44. 


4d. 


46. 


Al. 


48. 


49. 


00. 


ol. 


02. 


Aggie Non-profit Osborne Group (AGGNOG) 
Texas Transportation Institute 

A & A Building — Texas A & M University 
College Station, TX 77843 

(409) 845-5814 


‘Omaha Area CP/M Users’ Group (OACP/MUG) 


1413 Saint Raphael Street 
Bellevue, NE 68005 

(402) 348-0440 

Klondike Osborne Group (KOG) 
Suite 1840 Sunlife Place 
10123 — 99 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1 
CANADA — 

(403) 459-0416 


Evansville Osborne Users’ Group (Evansville OSBUG) 
1621 North Alvord Bivd. 

Evansville, IL 47711 

(812) 479-5108 


Central Coast Osborne Group (CCOG) 
4580 Yerba 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

(805) 466-8311 


Tule FOG Computer Club (Tule FOG) 
P. 0. Box 4561 

Modesto, CA 95352 

(209) 578-4909 


Toronto and Southern Ontario FOG (TASOFOG) 
411 Shaw Street 

Toronto, Ontario M6J 2X4 

CANADA 

(416) 889-2072 


Three Rivers Osborne Group, PA (TROG) 
P. 0. Box 17306 

Pittsburgh, Pa 15235 

(412) 922-5933 


Oshorne Users of Tulsa (QUT) 

Suite 205 1612 South Main — 

Tulsa, OK 74119 

(918) 584-5610 

Central Virginia Osborne Group (CVOG) 
c/o ADAPTS — 

932 West Franklin Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 

(804) 270-9404 


*e# &e# & & & & 


LOOKING FOR LOCAL GROUPS? 


send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 


First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P. 0. Box 3474 

Daly City, CA 94015-0474 

United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 


October, 1983 


Fig. 2: Filter selection menu 
L — Remove line feeds, pad empty lines 


C — Remove extra carriage returns and spaces 
(leave only paragraph breaks, ‘‘unjustify'’) 


P — Remove all imbedded print commands 


laneliamteneionsinetinnioeTemdieainesieedeadiondiedea ee 
- —— me cm ee ee ee ce ee re ce mee ee mee a ce ce ee cy oe ee Oe 


If you chose option “‘L” or option ‘““C’, the copying and filtering 
will begin, with bits of text flashing on the screen to give you an 
idea of how far into the file the operation is. 

If you chose the “S” option, you will now be asked to select the 
printer control codes you want to remove (Fig. 3). These are the 
codes you would enter right after a Control-P when using 
WordStar. They include Control-A, Control-B, etc. Press ESC when 
your selection is complete. 

Fig. 3. 


J 
| 
Enter print control characters you want to 
remove from file (use CTRL key), and 
press (ESC) when done: 
| 
| 
l 


(example) “A NT YD 


eerie timendieateeee tien tconestiamtiamteeticene Icom Teme t Tt eneetinen Treat cnet Tee Ie el A Ne ee and 


If you chose option ‘‘P” or option “S”, you will further have to 
answer a question about whether you want to preserve any 
WordStar formatting codes: just press ‘‘Y” or “N’’. Pressing ‘‘N” 
will result in a file containing only standard ASCII characters. 

After the file is successfully copied and processed, you will get a 
message to that effect, and you will be asked if you want to copy 
another file. Typing ‘N”’ at this point will return you to CP/M. 


ERRORS 

If there is an error in disk operation, such as no room for the 
destination file, you will get a message on the screen and the pro- 
gram will terminate and exit to CP/M. 

To exit from the program, press ESC at any prompt, except at 
the print code selection where ESC is used to signal that your 
selection is complete. If the prompt was for a file name, you will 
also have to press RETURN. 


NOTES on assembly for FILTER.ASM. FILTER.ASM can be assembled 
using the Digital Research ASM.COM program; before doing this, 
you may want to change a couple of equate statements at the 
beginning of the ASM file (values in parentheses): 


osborne equ (true or false) 
echo equ (true or false) ‘if false, no echo on screen 
linelen equ (Screen width- 1) ‘normally 79, or 51 for Osborne 1 


©Copyright 1983, Claude Ostyn, P.O. Box 2035, Sitka, AK 99835, 
(907) 747-5372 


[Sorry gang, FILTER.ASM is 23 WordStar pages and | just couldn’t 
fit it in this newsletter. However, FILTER.ASM and FILTER.COM 


have been sent to the FOG disk library. David] 
@#e8: @ 2 € @ 


;set to true if using an Osborne 
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OBSOLETE?! 
by Mark Scaramella 


The other day | was talking about computers with a co-worker 
who owns a Brand X. He said that he had heard that my Osborne 1 
was obsolete and many dealers couldn’t sell them even at a dis- 
count because they are perceived as “old”. COME ON — GIVE ME 
A BREAK! | 

| not only have to ward off comments like: “How can you read 
that tiny screen?”’, or “What can you do with dBASE II with such 
small capacity disk drives?’’, now this. | guess | should be used to 
itby now. 

| used to try to answer such questions courteously, by explain- 
ing what | can do and how easy | think it is. But most people don’t 
stay long enough to hear the entire explanation, so they leave 
without much change in their initial opinion. However, now | am 
starting to get annoyed and | am more likely to ignore the ques- 
tions altogether. It seems as though people have a preconceived 
notion of what is important in computers based on advertising 
hype and external appearances. It’s like the housewife who wants 
a particular piano because the finish matches the china cabinet. 
Never mind that no one in the house plays piano. 

Apparently, based on the ads I’ve been reading lately, we are all 
easily swayed by terms referring to the “‘current-ness”’ of comput- 
ers because newness is somehow automatically desirable. Here's 
a list of some of the characteristics that a computer must now 
have to be considered “advanced” or “new”: 


1. 16-bit microprocessor. (To run a lot of 8-bit software a little 
faster. Unfortunately, my speed at thinking what | want done 
isn’t any better, and | still have to use the keyboard to talk to the 
machine.) 

2. A small rodent to control cursor position. (Arrow keys are ob- 
solete too.) | 

3. Bit-mapped, very high resolution graphics. (A real plus if you 

are using a computer for what it does best — database man- 

agement and word processing.) 

User-friendly keyboard. (So you only have to hit one key instead 

of typing “DIR”’.) | 

High Price. (Because you get what you pay for, don’t you?) 

Little, if any, software included, or if there is any bundled soft- 

ware it should be “Flawless-Software” — | wish it were so. (If 

you get too much software that’s too good when you buy the 
computer, you don’t have the “‘advantage”’ of buying it later 
when you know more about what you want.) 

7. An “integrated” software package. (ASCII files are too hard to 
use, aren’t they? And all that stuff that comes with the Osborne 
isn’t integrated... Is it?) 

. A built-in hard disk. (| have way too much data for a floppy disk, 
especially when | first bought the computer.) 

. Plastic-wrapped, color-coordinated documentation. (Why do 
the people who write and sell computer books think that they 
will sell? Surely it couldn’t be that they think the documenta- 
tion that comes with the computer isn’t good enough, could it?) 


| sometimes wonder if some of the computer advertising isn't 
being done by the same agencies as the automobile or soap 
commercial makers. Supposedly, we all buy soap if it says ‘New 
and Improved” on the label. We never really are told what the im- 
provement is, although there are some FTC regulations on the use 
of such terms | think. The FTC regulations were written to keep 
advertisers from misusing the words ‘‘new and improved” since 
we are all so gullible... that’s all it takes to get us to buy some- 
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thing. That “old and unimproved” cleanser I’ve been keeping un- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE OSBORNE 1*: 
IT DOES MORE 




















WITH TRANTOR | 
HARD DISK SYSTEMS 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system you can 
expand the capacity of your Osborne 1* computer, 
giving you the speed, convenience and flexibility of 
more expensive computers. It offers you the advan- 
tage of a centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 




















The installation procedure takes less than ten minutes 
and requires no technical expertise. Thereafter the 
system is ready to use and requires no preventative 
maintenance. 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
OSBORNE EXECUTIVE 


5MB 10MB_ 15MB 33MB 
$1895 $2295 $2695 $4195 


Removable cartridge back up avialable 
with any of the above. $1395 





Factory upgrade available for $1645 





THE TRANTOR DISK SYSTEMS: 





@ Connect to the IEEE port. 

@ Come complete with cable and installation diskette. 

@ Can be configured as either logical drives A&B or C&D. 

e Utilities included to configure the arrow keys per either 
Wordstart or CP/M* formats. 

e Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 

@ Comes with extensive software utilities, including 


ARCHIVE and DISK MANAGER™ . 
ARCHIVE is a back up utility. 
DISK MANAGER™ is a CP/M* utility program used 
to: 
Restore deleted files. 
Map out bad blocks. 
Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Change user number for a file. 
Display complete directory for a disk or a file. 


Come with a 120 day limited warranty. 





TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


* Osborne 1 Is a registered trademark of papers Computer Corporation 
T Wordstar is a registered trademark of MicroPro 
# CP/M is a registered fraderiark of Digital esearch 
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der my sink would surely be called obsolete. | think it says ‘‘new 
and improved”’ on it, too. We all know that something that is ob- 


solete like that cleanser isn’t even worth sprinkling on the toilet 


anymore. 

As far as my current Osborne 1 system is concerned there are a 
few things which the advertisers are telling me to forget when it 
comes to considering the ‘‘New and Improved” versions: 

Never mind if you have to re-learn another system and new 
terminology. 

Never mind if your doing a lot more work in a lot less time a lot 
better than you ever have before. 

Never mind if the “obsolete” 8-bit software has been debugged. 

Never mind if the company’s proposals, in which you are now 
involved, contain working dBASE II applications and initial data, 
rather than a general idea of what will be done, if and when we get. 
the job. And never mind that the set up of the application was done 
in less time and with more content than if the proposal had only 
described the application. And never mind that the proposal might 
not have had the idea at all, if it couldn’t have been done on the 
‘obsolete’ Osborne 1. 

Never mind if there are still dozens of capabilities in the hard- 
ware and the software that you have, that you haven't even 
started looking at yet or don’t even know about. 

Never mind if more and more service and repair facilities are 
available for your ‘‘obsolete” machine. 

Never mind if there is abundant third party software, hardware, 
training, books, user groups, magazines product reviews, dis- 
counts, assistance, etc. 

Never mind that you still have to think about what it is you want 
to do with the computer before you can do serious work with it. 

Never mind that with all this “‘user-friendliness’’, you still have 
to figure out how to connect your printer to your computer. (An 
area of obvious computer ‘‘unfriendliness’’) 

| think | am fairly familiar with the capabilities of the 
minicomputers and the mainframes that many companies still 
have. When it comes to meeting user needs my “obsolete” 
Osborne 1 (and the software | have acquired bundled and pur- 
chased) has more functional capacity (if not data capacity) than 
all of them combined and it’s easier to use. | guess that makes the 
minicomputers and the mainframes obsolete too... doesn’t it? 

If you or your associates succumb to the siren song of “latest 
and greatest” or “advanced” or “high-tech” or ““E-Z Software’”’ or 
“Integrated” or “Cosmic” or “The Apotheosis of Systems Design” 
or other such sales terms, | understand. Like the rest of you, | have 
trouble telling the difference between a real improvement and ad- 
vertising hype... If you could see my office table and shelf you'd 
know that | speak from experience. 

“Caveat Emptor’ is a serious understatement in the computer 
world. 


[Gee, I’m glad | read this. | just bought a second Osborne 1 and | 


don’t feel obsolete at all! David] 
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Executive 1 

One of our friends at OCC tells me that pressing the <TAB> 
key instead of the <RETURN> at the sign on message will make 
physical drive B think it is logical drive A. This is accomplished on 
the Osborne 1 by simultaneously pressing the <SHIFT> and the 
<> keys. This is an excellent trick to use when troubleshooting. 
It requires caution though since drive A is now drive B and vice 
versa. If you operate you computer with the drives switched, you 
might consider putting labels on the drives to remind you of the 
change. 

| -- Gale Rhoades 


October, 1983 








(or That’s Not a BUG it’s a Feature) 


by Bradley S. Albom 
Welcome again to the FOGHORN Help column. This is the place to 
send your questions about your Osborne and any software you're 
using with it. To get your question(s) answered, send a letter of a 
page or less to: 


Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
The Computer Solutions Company 
P. 0. Box 206 
Pt. Richmond, CA 94807 


lf you prefer the phone, you can also leave me a message at 
(415)-234-8346. It’s probably best to use the phone if you have a 
quick solution to any of the problems brought up in this column. 
You're also welcome to try and explain your problem to the ma- 
chine. | can't guarantee a solution, but at least it will get a public 
airing. Remember, the lead time for this column is three months. If 
you can wait that long for an answer, fine. If you can’t, include a 
SASE or post card with your mailed in questions. 


Hardware Problems 

Let me start by apologizing for last month’s column, or the lack 
thereof. You see, my Ozzie was sick. My machine was one of the 
early ones to get the double density and the screen upgrades. 
That's right, | actually got mine back within the promised 2 weeks. 
Lord knows what | would have done without him for six weeks! In 
any case, it seems that some of the early upgrades have been hav- 
ing problems with their video boards coming loose; or so the rumor 
goes. I’d like to hear from anyone else with an upgrade who has 
had a similar problem. If it is prevalent enough, | think we can 
make a good case for having OCC cover the cost of repairing their 
“noor craftsmanship” (In my case it was $50.) 

As long as I’m talking about hardware, | got a letter from Dr. 
Richard Hollinger who has an Ozzie in the new, blue case. He's 
been having trouble with his keyboard falling off (while he’s carry- 
ing it). Unfortunately, it hasn’t been a regular problem. He has, 
however, been able to simulate the situation manually. Below are 
his instructions so you can see if your machine has a similar 
affliction. If it does, drop him a card so he can determine how wide- 
spread the problem may be. His address is Dr. R. Hollinger, 1134 
Glenway St, West Lafayette, IN, 47906. 

Keyboard disconnect simulation (for new case Ozzies): 

a) place Osborne upside down with the keyboard facing upward 

b) turn Ozzie so that the non-latch side (3 hooks) faces you 

c) apply upward pressure (with your thumb) to the left side of 

the case, where the leftmost hook is attached. 

d) If the hook has released from the case, you've got a problem, 

as further pressure will cause the other hooks to release also. 
Software Solutions 

Last month, as an aside, | mentioned that | didn’t know of any 
way to trap a control C (CNTRL/C) inside of MBASIC. Well, Chris 
Lakey was kind enough to provide us with the magic needed to 
turn off or change this interrupt key. You need to POKE the three 
locations below with the same value, ‘“NEWKEY.” 
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POKE &H452C , NEWKEY 
POKE &H4B8B , NEWKEY 
POKE &H5559, NEWKEY 


The value of NEWKEY is the ASCII code for the key you want to 
have interrupt normal MBASIC processing. Normally, these loca- 
tions will contain a 3, which is the code of a CNTRL/C. If you want 
to turn this trap off, simply store a number greater than 128 in 
these locations. Since the keyboard doesn’t generate any value 
greater than 128, you’ve effectively disabled this feature. Like- 
wise, if you wanted the ESC key to be your interrupt, you would set 
NEWKEY to 27(10). | 

When you’re programming in MBASIC, you normally wouldn’t 
go to the bother of changing the interrupt key. However, if you’re 
writing a program for an unskilled user, you should probably dis- 
able CNTRL/C so the users can’t get out of your program and into 
an MBASIC environment they don’t understand. 


In response to the request for a way to make MBASIC toggle the 
printer port with ~P, just like CP/M, Dale Bush sent me a little 
assembly language subroutine implemented in MBASIC that does — 
the trick. It’s written for MBASIC Rev 5.21. The program pokes the 
assembly language routine into memory just above MBASIC and 
then resets MBASIC’s pointers to account for the space used. It 
lives in 37 bytes. The only feature is that the routine remains en- 
abled even after you exit MBASIC with a system command. To get 
rid of it, you'll have to do a cold boot. The routine has been tested . 
on both the Osborne 1 and the LOBO MAX-80. The program 
follows. 


40 PRINT CHR$(26) :’ CLEAR SCREEN 

20 PRINT ‘ ‘PROGRAM TO ALLOW “P TO TOGGLE YOUR PRINTER’ ’ 

30 PRINT ‘ ‘COPYRIGHT D.E. BUSH, FEB 14, 1983°: 

40 ‘ POKE ASSEMBLY ROUTINE INTO MEMORY -- 

50 A=8HA8: FOR I=0 TO 85: READ L: POKE(I+A),L: NEXT I 

60 ‘ GET PRINTER PORT AND POKE INTO ASSEMBLY PROGRAM -- 

70 A=PEEK(2): POKE 8HBO, A: POKE 8HBA,A: POKE 8HC2,A: POKE 8HFB, A 
80 ‘ CHANGE MBASIC POINTERS -- 

QQ B=A*256 + PEEK(1) +7: POKE 8HAQ, PEEK(B): B=B+1: A = PEEK(B) 
400 POKE &HAA,A:POKE &HB2,A:POKE 8HB7,A:POKE &HC7,A:POKE 8HCA, A 
410 B=B+2: A=PEEK(B): POKE 8HB6,A: POKE 8HC9, A 

420 B=B+3: POKE &HC6, PEEK(B) 

430 A=8HCB: CALL A: NEW:' CALL SUBROUTINE & ERASE THIS PROGRAM 
440 DATA 205, 68,231,254, 16,192, 58, 14,225,254 

450 DATA 231, 40, 8, 33, 73,231, 34, 13,255,175 

160 DATA 201, 33,205, 97, 34, 13,225, 175,201,205 

470 DATA 80,231,195, 73,231, 0,243, 42,154, 7 

480 DATA 35,229, 17, 29, 0, 25, 34,190, 0, 17 

190 DATA 6, 0, 25,54, 0, 35,54, 0, 34,154 

200 DATA 7, 35, 54, 0, 35,54, 0, 34,194, 10 

210 DATA 33,168, 0,209,213, 1,35, 0,237,176 

220 DATA 225, 34, 10,225,251,201 

230 END 


| got a whole bunch of calls and letters about the MBASIC sort 
program described last time that would sometimes halt for two 
minutes at a time in the middle of execution before continuing. 
This is not a bug, per se, but simply MBASIC doing its job (however 
slow that might be). If you make extensive use of strings in your 
MBASIC program, MBASIC will automatically and periodically 
Clean up a work area that it uses to store those variables. It can 
take a while for MBASIC to do this housecleaning and that’s why 
your program will appear to stop dead. Credit for this explanation 
goes to: Jim Dukelow, Ken Weiss, and a few others whose names 
I’m afraid I’ve misplaced. ‘=e 


| received another pseudo-solution to the problem of 
rearranging MBASIC lines without having to retype each one. Den- 
nis McFerran’s idea will work better than the one | outlined if you 
are moving a large number of lines around. It goes as follows: 


1) Load your .BAS file. 

2) Delete all lines except those to be relocated. 

3) Renumber the lines as you want them to be. 

4) Save this file in a unique filename. 

5) Reload the original file. 

6) Delete the lines you’ve just renumbered. 

7) Make sure there is space for the newly renumbered lines. 

8) Merge the file containing the new lines with your current file 
9) Delete your temporary file. 


Note that this method does not handle changes to GOTO and 
GOSUB line numbers, but neither did the previous method. 


lt seems that there is no way to imbed printer codes directly in 
the middle of Supercalc files. From Marje Pattison, we have two 
alternatives. If you only want to change your headings, try the fol- 
lowing, somewhat cumbersome procedure: 


1) Remove Borders 

2) /0 

3) Display 

4) Specify range of the heading only <CR> 

5) Choose SETUP (Adjusting page width and length if necessary) 

6) Choose SETUP ( Second option within initial SETUP) 

7) Enter control codes (nothing will appear on the screen but they 
will be accepted), using symbols as opposed to hex or decimal. 
Terminate sequence with CR. 

8) Choose PRINT 

9) Repeat the above process to reset the printer for the remainder 
of the listing. 


Notes: a) Turn off original printer control codes before sending 
new ones if appropriate for your printer. b) Your page lengths will 
be incorrect because of your poking around in SETUP, experiment! 
C) If you don’t remove the borders, they will print again on the sec- 
ond go round. 


The other approach to imbedding control characters for 
supercalc printing is to create a Supercalc .PRN file and manually 
edit the sequences in, using Wordstar. 


New Problems / Solutions? 

In this month’s IN box, we have Orbra Bliss who wants to load an 
MBASIC or dBase II program from a disk, then change disks and save 
the loaded program to another disk. The problem here is that if you 
don’t let CP/M know you’ve changed disks, you’ll get a BDOS error 
the first time you try to write to the replaced disk. In MBASIC, the 
command you're looking for is RESET. This command doesn’t de- 
stroy anything in your program, it simply tells CP/M to look at the 
drives for a different disk and to get ready to use it. There is probably 
a similar command in dBase II. 

Orbra’s next question relates to the same thing. When running 
XDIR on multiple disks, the files are shown correctly, but the free 
space shown is always the same as that from the first disk. Once 
again, XDIR goes out explicitly to each disks directory to get the list 
of files to show you. However, it looks in CP/M’s memory for the free 
space. CP/M updates this number when you write or delete some- 
thing from the disk and when a new disk is logged. Simply changing 
disks doesn’t re-log them with CP/M. If you want an accurate free 
Space report on each disk, you'll have to hit a CNTRL/C in CP/M 
each time you change disks, before you invoke XDIR. 

Finally, Orbra wants to change the logged disk drive while in 
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MBASIC. | don’t know a command from MBASIC to do this, but I’m 
sure one of our readers can come up with the appropriate CP/M 
interface. 


Random Bits 

To inject a little humor, | saw a company advertising for someone 
to do advanced programming in COBOL. Talk about a contradiction in 
terms! 

| also got a call from someone, whose number | didn’t quite get, 
who wanted information on interfacing his Ozzie to video disks for 
random access Read Only data. The only place I’ve seen anything is 
in the BYTE issue that was devoted to video disks (June 1982). I’m 
sure if you follow up on some of the articles in that issue, you'll find 
they’ve made some progress since last year. Naturally, I'll print any 


other information our readers might have. 
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OKIDATA MICROLINE 83A 


by Scott Piddington 
| have had this printer about a week now so | can’t talk about its 
durability but | can describe what it will and won’t do and what it 
takes to install it. The Okidata 83A is a 120 character per second 
dot matrix printer. It will accept paper up to 16 inches wide. 


Standard features include: 
Top/rear feed (like a typewriter), Bottom feed, Friction feed, A 
detatchable tractor feed, Serial RS-232 interface(110 to 1200 
baud), Centronics parallel interface, 10 switch selectable char- 
acter sets, Block graphics, 9 pin printhead, Lower case 
descenders, 224 columns (condensed print), Spool type ribbon. 
The following are under software control: 
Form length(0 to 99 lines), 6 or 8 lines per inch, 5, 8.3, 10, 16.5 
characters per inch, Vertical format unit (12 channels). 
Options: | 
Dot addressable graphics, IEEE 488 interface, 19.2K baud RS- 
232C with current loop interface. 


There are several other points worth noting. The chassis is 
made of metal and measures about 3/32 of an inch. Many other 
similar printers have plastic chassis. Of course, weighing in at 
about 31 pounds, it is not the lightest printer either. The top of 
form and form length may be set from the front panel. There is a 
paper out switch for top feed and another for bottom feed. The 
manual makes no mention of a software defeat capability. To use 
friction feed the tractor must be removed (a simple operation). 

The manual is clear and well organized. There is an excellent 
section on interfacing with procedures for nine computers. The 
procedure for the Osborne 1 makes use of the serial port and works 
fine. A parallel Centronics configuration may be used also. The 
manual even has examples for programming and information on 
patching Wordstar. 

| bought this printer because, in its price/performance range, it 
is one of the few if not the only one that sports both top and bottom 
feed. Tractor feed paper is much easier to load from the bottom 
and single sheets are easier loaded from the top with friction feed. 
Okidata offers both! Having both serial and parallel interfaces 
standard is nice too, however, there is a catch to this one. = 


October, 1983 


The catch is that installing dot addressable graphics defeats 
the built in RS-232C interface. In addition it defeats the foreign 
language sets, block graphics, vertical format unitand margins. 
Most of those things | will never miss but | am sorry to see the RS- 
232C go. Then again most other printers don’t offer both inter- 
faces as standard any way and | expect the optional high speed 
RS-232C would be unaffected. The reason for this trade-off is that 
to install the 2 graphics PROMs, 2 other PROMs must be removed. | 
may work on a switch selectable option? At any rate, most of us 
will use the parallel interface anyway since the printer gets bored 
at 1200 baud. 

| did have some trouble with loading paper for friction feed. 
There is no problem with bottom feed but when loading paper from 
the top/rear it ends up on the wrong side of the bail even when the 
bail is pulled back as far as it will go. This means that the operator 
must slide the paper in until the side near the printhead hits the 
bail. Then the rest of the edge has to be pulled past the bail. This is 
the kind of maneuver that leads to paper cuts. Another way out is 
to move the printhead to the middle of the paper by hand. This way 
the printhead acts to guide the paper. | don’t like to fight with the 
motor to move the printhead though. What | do is to insert the left 
corner of the paper first and aim it for the printhead. Once that cor- 
ner is past the bail the paper can be straightened. Unfortunately 
the paper usually gets a little smudge on it where it curles past the 
printhead. With all of the clever engineering that went into this 
printer, | feel certain that Okidata could have done better on this 
point and | hope they will. 

Don’t get me wrong. | like the Okidata 83A. Nothing is without 
fault but in the final analysis it suits my purposes and does what 


the manual says it will do. 
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THE DATASAVER 
FROM CUESTA SYSTEMS, INC. 


A BACKUP POWER SUPPLY 
by Claude Ostyn 


The power in the small Alaska island community where | live 1 IS 
notoriously unreliable: we get not only brownouts and power 
surges common elsewhere, but also frequent blackouts ranging 
from a fraction of a second to several minutes. Then, of course, 
there are extended blackouts such as when a tree falls on a power 
line during a storm, or the yearly power outage on Thanksgiving 
day when every electric oven is switched on to cook every turkey 
in town. 

After a few nasty experiences ranging from losing the text | was 
working on to clobbering entire disks, | decided a radical solution 
was in order. For $395, | purchased a DATASAVER unit from 
Cuesta Systems, Incorporated. This was in November 1982, and to 
this day the unit has seen me through countless short and long 
blackouts, with only one failure. 


FEATURES 

The DATASAVER is a built into a sturdy metal enclosure, about 
the same size and color as an Apple disk drive. It is not a true UPS 
(Uninterruptible Power Supply), but rather a back-up power sys- 
tem. Whenever the line voltage is normal, AC power from your wall 
outlet is available on two outlets at the back of the unit, and a 
charging circuit maintains a compact 12 Volt battery at full 
capacity. A line filter reduces AC line surges and transients. 

If the line voltage drops below a Certain level, the battery takes 
over, feeding AC power through a square-wave inverter. Accord- 
ing to Cuesta Systems, switching between line power and the in- 
verter takes place within 12 milliseconds. A lamp on the front 


panel changes from green, when all is normal, to red when line 
power is interrupted. A switch on the rear panel activates a buzzer 
which beeps at the same time the lamp is turning red. After a few 
seconds, the lamp starts flashing, and, if on, the buzzer starts 
beeping, first every five seconds, then every two seconds, to warn 
that the battery is being depleted and you should finish whatever 
you have been doing. 

Terminals on the rear panel allow you to connect an external 12 
Volt battery for extended operation; an optional cable ($14.95) al- 
lows plugging the unit into an automobile cigarette lighter, or a 
portable battery of the type commonly sold in video stores. 

| found identical units illustrated in the Inmac and Global cata- 
logs, with Inmac listing a much higher price. 


SETUP 

Setup could not be easier: just plug it in, and turn on the power 
switch in back. The power switch also controls the charger, and 
remains on even when you are not using your computer. Since | 
bought the 90 Watt, rather than the much more expensive 200 
Watt unit, | do not run my Epson printer from the DATASAVER; but 
then, of course, an interrupted printing operation can usually be 
started over again when normal power is resumed. [Careful, in 
FOGHORN, Vol. 2 No. 8 (May ‘83), Byron Davies told us that his 
Epson refused square wave AC. David) 


PERFORMANCE 

| found that occasionally, while | am using the computer, the 
buzzer sounds, and maybe my lights flicker; this is the only indica- 
tion | get of a short power interruption; neither the computer nor: 
the monitor show any sign of glitches or changes in memory con- 
tents while the DATASAVER is taking over. If the computer is 
accessing the disks at the time, no damage is done. Only once did 
the computer actually crash, but this was probably due to a freak 
power surge, or to a series of power on and off transitions over a 
few seconds. 

Cuesta Systems claims the DATASAVER can supply power for 2 
to 5 minutes at full rated load, or 15 to 30 minutes at half rated 
output load, which | think is rather optimistic. | have not actually 
timed how long the battery will allow my Osborne 1 to run; how- 
ever, | have always had plenty of time to exit gracefully from pro- 
grams such as Personal Pearl, which take you through a 
seemingly endless series of menus with a lot of disk activity, with- 
out any loss of data or sign of trouble. | could then remove my 
disks, switch off the computer, and relax. 

The unit is quite noisy while the inverter is operating; however, | 
have found this to be true of many power regulating units such as 
constant voltage transformers; at least with the DATASAVER you 
do not have to put up with the noise all the time. 


DOCUMENTATION 

The DATASAVER comes with a few photocopied sheets which 
contain easy to follow setup and operating instructions, as well as 
schematics and technical notes. While the language may be overly 
technical for most of us, there is nothing complicated about using 
the unit, so it is not a major problem. 


SERVICEABILITY 

The documentation makes it clear that the gel-cell battery has a 
useful life of 3 to 5 years, and will probably have to be replaced 
after that time. The replacement does require some technical abil- 
ity, but nothing that could not be handled with a little common 
sense. The battery is a common industrial type, and should be 
available in most large cities. 


SUMMARY 
The DATASAVER does essentially what is is supposed to do: 
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supply enough backup power to see you through a short blackout, 
or to allow you to shut down your computer in an orderly fashion. 
For me, it has paid for itself handsomely, by avoiding the loss of 
important data at times where reconstructing them would have 
been expensive or very time-consuming. Because it supplies a 
square wave rather than a sine wave output, | probably would 
want to check with the manufacturer of the device before using it 
with a hard disk or other sensitive AC peripheral, but there is no 
problem with the Osborne 1 or video monitors. Where a true sine 
wave is required, more expensive units such as those made by To- 
paz might be indicated. The warning buzzer is very useful, and be- 
ing able to turn it off is a blessing. 


Addresses: 
Cuesta Systems, Inc. INMAC 
3440 Roberto Court 2465 Augustine Drive 


San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
(805) 541-4160 


Topaz, Inc. 
9192 Topaz Way : 
San Diego, CA 92123-1165 
(619) 335-1526 


Santa Clara, CA 95051 


GLOBAL Computer Supplies 
20310 32 Wilmington Ave. 
Compton, CA 90220 

(516) 292-3400 


*#¢e @ ¢ &@ @ @ 


OSMOSIS DOUBLE SIDED, 


DOUBLE DENSITY BOARD 


by Scott Piddington 

My Osborne 1 was scheduled for double density (DD) upgrading 
on February 27, 1983. Three weeks before this | called my dealer 
and discovered that he didn’t really seem to know how to handle 
the shipping but would be glad to take my money and computer. 
This fact, coupled with the “two week” factory install, gave me 
cold feet quickly, so | cancelled the upgrade. From what | have 
read, that in its self may have been a wise move. Still, | needed DD 
disks. 

Osmosis to the rescue!! | called the folks at Osmosis and asked 
them a bunch of questions. The answers were reasonable and | 
liked their attitude, so | sent them a check on February 10th. 
Rather than buying their DD board for $195, | bought the double 
side DD board for $335. This board, with my existing drives, pro- 


vides DD. It will support double sided drives, when | purchase them - 


and still maintain Osborne SD compatibility. That is twice the 
capacity the Osborne upgrade offers. | 

The documentation is clear and complete. There is an introduc- 
tion, a contents, seven pages of. diagrams and 13 pages of written 
instructions including a problem solving guide and an explanation 
of the theory of operation. There are separate instructions and 
diagrams for the tan and blue case models. The instructions are 
step-by-step and make very few assumptions about the installers 
ability in electronics and mechanics. The diagrams are detailed to 
the point that they show each screw that needs to be removed. 
About half of the instructions are dedicated to copying old single 
density SD disks to DD disks, formatting and operating with the 
new system. 

Installation is simple and did not take me more than an hour. 
The instructions take one through the disassembly of the machine 
explaining which way to turn the various components so that 
nothing gets confused. Once the main circuit board is sitting on 
the table one simply removes the disk drive cable and plugs the 
osmosis board onto the main board where the disk cable was. The 
disk cable is plugged onto the Osmosis board. Two connectors ona 
ribbon cable which comes from the Osmosis board are then 
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MANY 


MANYKEY gives you 10 function keys for 
each program. 


MANYKEY lets any COM program install 
its own function & arrow keys—Automatically. 


MANYKEY always lets you. have the right 
arrow keys. 


MANYKEY lets you switch function keys in 
WordStar~ 


MANYKEY can print each program's key- 
definitions. 


MANYKEY restores the disk’s SETUP 
defined keys with a simple program. 


MANYKEY lets you print the disk’s SETUP 
defined keys. 


MANYKEY does all this on your standard 
Osborne 1 rev 1.3 thru 1.44, single or 
double density, for just_$24795 including 
UPS Shipping & Handling (MD res add 


$1.25 tax). 
still only $20.00 til Nov. 1st. 
Send check or money order. 


COD orders $1.65 extra. 
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Hard disk versions available ($34.95) for 
most installations. Call or write for specific N | 
compatibility information. 


CompuMasgic, Inc. 
P.O. Box 780 N 
Severn, Md 21144 
(301) 969-5603 
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plugged onto jumper pins on the main board. The only thing left is 
to replace the monitor ROM chip with the new one (Osborne ver- 
sion 1.43) supplied by Osmosis. Now the machine is reassembled. 

The next step is to patch the operating system to handle the DD 
disk format. This is accomplished by a submit file on a disk sup- 
plied by Osmosis. This new version of the operating system gets 
copied to virtually all disks. 

Now begins the task of copying disks to the DD format. Copying 
disks is always tedious, but at least it works. After all, the drives 
are never touched so there is no alignment problem. 

So much for the installation. What about operation? My system 
has been operating flawlessly. | use it daily and take it on the road 
frequently. There are, however, some inconveniences. The system 
will only do a cold boot on a single density disk. Before it can ac- 
cess a DD disk, the DD 14.COM file must be run te initialize the op- 
erating system. Renaming DD14.COM to AUTOST.COM makes this 
procedure transparent to the user. The only hassle comes when 
the system gets stuck in a loop or otherwise crashes with a DD 
disk in drive A. Granted, such crashes are due to programmer er- 
ror but they are inevitable during software development. So it is 
time to push the reset button and boot the SD disk, but it doesn't 
work. Apparently the reset routine in the monitor ROM doesn't 
Clear the flag that indicates whether drive A is SD or DD. This 
means that the only way to clear the flag is to pull the disks, turn 
the power off, turn it back on, replace the disks and boot the sys- 
tem. This is what | call a hassle. The average user probably 
doesn’t crash very often and won't be bothered by this. The folks 
at Osmosis said they are waiting for the folks at Osborne to reiease 
a new version of the monitor ROM with this bug fixed. Osmosis will 
send the new version when it becomes available. Do you people 
with Osborne up-grades have this same problem? [WVO. Ed] 

Aside from the cold boot procedure, every thing works as it al- 
ways did. Osmosis supplies a new version of FORMAT.COM to 
accommodate SD, DD and double sided disks. There is talk of a 
new COPY.COM since the old one will no longer work. SYSGEN and 
SETUP will not operate under double density but work just fine be- 
fore executing DD 14.COM which initializes double density. 

That is not all though. Osmosis also sent a disk full of disk emu- 
lation software. This allows the Osborne to read, write and format 
about a dozen other disk formats. | didn’t look at my copy until just 
recently and the files were all wrong. Osmosis is sending me a new 
disk with even more formats on it. I’ll write about them when | get 
them. 

All things considered | am very pleased with Osmosis hardware, 
software and people. | would highly recommend their DD modifica- 
tion. My Osborne never left home! There was no problem with file 
transfers. My system can still grow into double sided drives. In 
fact, half height double sided drives should arrive in September. 
sometime | hope to add the Osmosis 80 column screen board and 
RAM disk emulator they are working on (Drive C: is not compatible 
with Osmosis). I'll keep you posted. 


[Thanks Scott. Don’t wait for a new COPY program; get a copy of 
NSWEEP.COM. It has more features than SWEEP36.COM and only 
requires 7K (OCC DD format) of your disk space. Besides, the 
SWEEP programs provide a verification option. | don’t know if the 
OSMOSIS version will offer it, but the OCC COPY.COM 


doesn't. David 
*e*e &¢ &€ & & 
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MailMerge for 


Computer-Assisted Instruction 


by Louie Crew 

With Mailmerge you can prepare drills to let the computer assist 
with instruction. You need only to exploit Mailmerge’s capacity to 
ask for variables (the .AV dot command) and its capacity to use 
the answers as prompts for reading other files (the .Fl command 
plus &...& around the variable) which you specify from the 
keyboard. 

When users answer the screen prompt questions, their answer, 
right or wrong, specifies the file name for an individualized mes- 
sage which you have programmed to correspond with that answer. 

This method is for Wordstar users who have no interest in 
learning Basic. The method is admittedly inefficient, because it 
limits the number of questions possible. With five files for each 
question (one for the question itself, four more for each possible 
answer), the method exhausts the total number of files available 
even on two disks fairly rapidly. The same task in Basic would take 
only one short file. Still; the method is simple and works well 
enough for short projects. 

The files below illustrate the method. To use them, type in each 
file using the D(ocument) mode of WordStar. Then M(ergeprint) 
File #1; respond Y(es), you want to print to disk. For the FILE 
NAME prompt, specify a file name like ‘“ZZZ.” Any name here 
tricks the computer to go through your maze as if to collect data 
for the file, but the answers merely move the user through the files 
and do not collect data of any significance. ““ZZZ” is disposable; 
you never really print to it. The maze is designed so that wrong 
answers keep the user within the question until they get it right. 

Observe a few tricks about layout. Work to make the screen image 
aesthetically pleasing. Sometimes alternating blank (.DM) lines will 
make the printed lines more readable. You can adjust the spacing to 
line up the texts from .AV and .DM lines, and to provide appropriate . 
Space between questions in the .AV lines and the answers supplied 
from the keyboard. Also, watch for the most effective times to clear 
the screen (.CS). Here, for example, | have chosen to leave the ex- 
planations of the latest wrong answer displayed while the original 


question reappears. Other drills might work best with clear screens 


after every answer. 

It is much quicker to type all of these files into one master file. 
While in the main file, each time that you write a new file, you can 
block it off (without the names and boundary lines) and write it (KW) 
to the disk with the file name assigned. Then you never have to enter 
the files themselves or to take up space with backup copies. 


Note: Do not type the “IM” before each dot command. That “M” ap- 
pears automatically in your flag line to indicate a Mailmerge 


command. 2 
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File #1: ~~ 
M.DM 

M.DM 4. 
M.DM 

M.DM A. blue 

M.DM B. green 

M.DM C. red 

M.DM D. white 

M.DM 

M.AV ‘‘Press the letter before the correct answer + (cr): ’’,COLOR 
M.FI &COLOR& 


File #A: 

M.DM 

M.DM Blue is the correct answer. 

M.DM 

M.DM Give yourself a walk in the park tomorrow. 
M.DM 

M.AV Hit 2+ (cr) tocontinue: °’,TWO 
M.CS 

M.FI &TWO0& 


File #B: 
M.DM Green is the color of the grass, silly! 
M.FI 1 


File #C 

M.DM 

M.DM Red is the color of fire! Where have you been? Or what have 
M.DM you been drinking? 

M.DM 

M.FI 1 


File #D 
M.DM 


The sky is: 


M.DM White isnot acolor atall. Youmust live onableachedplanet © 


M.DM 

M.DM to come up with an answer that is this silly. 
M.DM 

M.FI 1 


File # 2 

M.DM 

M.DM 2. There are___states in the continental United States: 
M.DM 


M.DM E.. ‘od 

M.OM F. 13 

M.DM G. 48 

M.DM H. None atall: the plural is ‘ ‘poetic license’ ’ 
M.DM 

M.AV Type the letter of the correct answer + (cr): °’,NUMBER © 
M.FI &NUMBER& 

File #E 

M.DM 

M.DM No, there are that many altogether. Note the key word 
M.DM — 

M.DM ‘continental.’ ' 

M.FI2 

File #F 

M.DM This is not 1776, Miss Betsy Ross. Think! 

M.Fl2 


File #G 

M.DM | 

M.DM You are smart, you know, or were born before Hawaii and Alaska 
M.DM interfered with American history! 

M.DM 

M.AV ‘‘Press 3+ (cr) to go to the next one: °', THREE 

M.CS 

M.FI &THREE& 


File #H 

M.DM 

M.DM This is not a poetry class. 
M.FI2 


File #3 

M.DM 

M.DM 3. The slaves were freed by: 
M.DM 
M.DM 
M.DM 
M.DM 
M.DM 
M.DM 
M.DM As you suspect, this question is not for real, but really appears 
M.DM only to mark the end of your test. 

M.DM 

M.DM Write ‘‘ABORT’’ + <cr) if you wish to stop. 

M.DM , 

M.AV ‘‘Press 1+ (cr) if you want to start again: °’,ONE 

M.FI &ONE& 


Linden Johnston 
Barry Goldwater 
Ronald Reagan 
none of these 


A Oo HS 


e# ke & & & & 


Using the Osborne as a Typewriter 


.. Chapter Two 


by Patti Penning 

Many thanks to Jeffrey Evans, author of the May 1983 FOGHORN 
article, ‘Using the Osborne as a Typewriter.’’ This is just the sort of 
short, useful application that each of us is searching for, and seldom 
finding, in the endless documentations, expensive books, and count- 
less magazines. 

However, after several hours of trial and error, | failed again to 
make several thousands dollars worth of equipment work. 

Much, much later, this version of a quick memo command file 
using one disk with WordStar, M (for memo) and DATA was success- 
ful for frequently used TO and FROM addresses. 

Here’s how to do it. Insert a duplicate WordStar disk (without write 
protect paper seal) into drive A. From the No-File Menu, hit Y (for de- 
lete) and type SAMPLE.TXT. Hit return; this creates space on 
WordStar for two files of 2K each. (Now it will not be necessary to use 
Drive B.) Keep any BACKUP files erased by typing Y, followed by the 
backup filename, FILENAME.BAK, to avoid the Full Disk warning. 

To create a command file named M (for Memo,) type N (from the No- 
File Menu for ‘‘non-document’). Then type the following list... with- 
out the comments preceded by two dots: 


. .MEMO (..means remark or do not print or run. ) 

.MT 0 (..beware: type zero, NOT capital.Q) 

.OP (..beware, type CAPITAL O.. -cancels page numbering. ) 
.DF DATA (..means Data File. .for a frequently used addresses. ) 
.RV TO, STREET, CITYSTATE, ZIP, FROM &108& 

&STREET& 

&CITYSTATE& 

&ZIP& 


ey 
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. Leave 3 lines blank, hit RETURN 3 times. 
&FROME | 
..Leave this line blank; hit RETURN. 
.AV ‘‘DATE’’,A = (..use for date.) 
.AVB (.. leave blank; hit return. ) 
AVC (..Salutation) 
(..message, 50 characters maximum. ) 
.AVE,50 (..second line of message. ) 
.AV ‘*CLOSE’’ ,F (..use for closing.) 
.AVG (..use for your name. ) 
BAR 
&B&  &Ca 
&D8 
&E8& 
&F& 
&G68& 
.PA (. .means end of page. ) 


Remember this list is typed on WordStar, so it must be saved by 
typing control KD. Check the “‘No-file Menu” directory for the new 
name: M. 

For frequently used address, and your address, a second com- 
mand file is required: Hit N for non-document. For NAME OF FILE?; 
type DATA. Hit RETURN. Type this list in one continuous line: 


TO Name,Street,CityState,Zip,FROM Yourname  Yourstreet 
Yourcitystate Yourzip 


(Note: This means that you substitute your information after TO 
and FROM being careful to include commas as shown so that each 
line prints separately. Put no commas after FROM so that it will 
print in one line. 

To use the new quick memo disk, hit the No-File menu command 
M (for MailMerge.) The screen will ask ‘‘File to MailMerge?” Type 
lM (for memo.) Hit Escape (do NOT hit return... a difficult habit to 
break.) The screen will ask DATE? Type the date. Screen will ask 
B? Hit return to leave blank. C? Type salutation. Continue until G?, 
the last line. Type your name. When you hit Return, the memo with 
addresses will print immediately. If you position the paper prop- 
erly, the memo with address can be used in a window envelope. 
_ (Also you can add more lines if you wish, A to Z, to your version of 

the memo.) 

Remember, normal WordStar commands will not work. You can- 
not move back and forth between lines. To erase use left arrow 
(backing up) and retype the word correctly. Use space bar to posi- 
tion the cursor (Tab does something strange). 

(For readers of May 1983 FOGHORN, page 15, correctly type MTO 
(use ZERO not capital 0.) Do not type numbers after AV com- 
mands... unless you want to limit the number of characters per 
line. 

&€®ee¢ee6 8 8 @ 


NOTICE: The FOG office has a new phone which is at- 
tended most days and evenings. This is the best number to 
use if you are trying to get any information, help, or referral 
to a local group. If there is no answer, try back in a little 
while as the staff is probably just out on an errand. This ser- 
vice will be available only as long as it does not slow prep- 
aration or delivery of the FOGHORN so please be considerate. 
The number is (415) 755-4140. 
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A FOGgy, Extra Strength CPM 


System disk 
by Michael Rulison 


For several months | have been adding to my collection of FOG 
public domain programs on the FOG/UTL disks, which contain 
various utility program. Two of these are FINDBAD and UNERA, 
mentioned by Bob Whittaker in his July article. But there are oth- 
ers, including FIND-20, SWEEP36*, and SUPERDIR. 

Scattered among half a dozen FOG library disks, these pro- 
grams were not readily at hand. At last, in a fit of organization, | 
sought out a gaggle of these pro;grams and placed them all on a 
master utility disk intended to replace the one that came with the 
SD Osborne. That disk was a good one as a beginner. Now it no 
longer pulls its weight. HELP was useful for the first week or two, 
but | haven’t looked at it for months and it occupies 18K of space. | 
prefer not to use the AUTOST file to start the disk; it takes another 
4K. 

Here’s my revised system disk: COPY, MOVCPM, PIP, SETUP, 
STAT, and SYSGEN are still there. The new utilities are: 

DISPLAY to display a file one screen at a time. 

ERAA to erase files, but with prompting, to make sure | don’t 

abolish the crown jewels. 

FIND-20 to search one or more files for a particular character 

string. Useful in typing a list of a certain group of files from the 

master catalog of all my disk files. E.g, all the files of type 

" CAL” i.e. SuperCalc files, or all with “OBCC” as part of the 

name, i.e. files for the “OBCC” project | was doing. 

FINDBAD to seek out the elusive bad sector, which usually proves 

not to be there. | 

LIST to send a file to the printer. 

SDIR to obtain a disk directory more compactly displayed than 

that from XDIR, which | have deleted. | 

SWEEP36 to do major disk maintenance. This program needs 

28K, but this it deserves. SWEEP36 cycles through the files ona 

disk allowing one to mark several for coping or deleting and 
then performs either of those functions on the entire group. It 
displays a file on the screen, provides for renaming a file, and 
allows you to change and write to new disks without limit; with- 
out needing a “ctrl C” to continue. Really an excellent program 

for major reorganization of your disk library. * 

SAP to Sort And Pack the disk directory so that it prints out in 

alphabetic order when the DIR command is given. (It also re- 

moved references to erase files, which means that the latter are 
really gone forever thus it must be used with discretion.) 

TYPER turns your OOC/printer combination into a line-by-line 

typewriter: everything you type on one line is sent to the printer 

immediately after a <cr> is entered. Useful for quick lists and 
notes that you don’t want to store or when one doesn’t wish to 
load WordStar. 

UNERA to recover the file you erased in a fit of carelessness--- 

but only before you write anything else to that disk. 

Together, these files occupy 84K leaving 6K on single density 


disk. 
= 
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On asecond system disk | have replaced some of the above with 
SQ-16 and UNSQ- 19 to use in squeezing and unsqueezing files to 
and from dead storage. 


* [OK Michael, you're going to like the newest SWEEP program 
that just hit the FOG library. It’s called NSWEEP.COM; has all the 
features of SWEEP36 and includes squeeze and unsqueeéze. 
AND, it needs only 8K of your disk! — Davia 
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PROPORTIONAL SPACING 


WITH WORDSTAR 
by Mark Zimmer 


Being an OSBORNE owner since the early days has given me the 
Opportunity to solve many problems. But shame on me for not 
sharing them with you sooner. The August [FOGHORN] HELP col- 
umn had a very interesting paragraph on the proportional spacing 
problem with WordStar. After installation, | always had 
microjustification when using regular print wheels (thimbles) on 
the NEC Spinwriter, Diablo, Qume or other letter quality printers. 
However with special proportional spaced print wheels, the char- 
acters were either too close or far apart. 

The missing buffer of character widths referred to in Mr. 
Albom’s article is not missing! It’s just that MicroPro calls it a 
Proportional Spacing Table. Now here’s the exciting part. Each 
byte of the table is divided up into left and right nibbles (a nibble is 
4 bits of a byte). The left nibble is the width for regular print wheels 
and the right nibble is the width for proportional spaced print 
wheels. The owners of letter quality printers that use proportional 
spaced print wheels can toggle the proportional spaced table on 
and off by using a control P in the document (just type control P 
twice to make it appear in your text). This feature is experimental 
and NOT supported by MicroPro. The values in the table are set for 
a Qume Theme P. S. print wheel at 15 pitch. | found that it works 
satisfactory with other character widths and print wheels (or 
thimbles). Just make sure that your printer switches are set for 
proportional spaced printing, as the characters are located in dif- 
ferent positions than on a normal print wheel. 

The results are excellent when the lines of text have an average 
number of upper and lower case letters (as in this file). Problems 
occur when the line is short or consists mostly of upper case let- 
ters. By using various character widths and experimenting with 
problem lines, you will find the results very satisfying. For more 
information, including how to optionally change the values 


through the INSTALL program, see the WordStar Customization | 


Notes available through MicroPro. The improved appearance of P. 
S. print wheels is amazing, but only when properly supported by 


this feature. 
&@® eee s8 8 @ 


Recover Missing Records in dBASE Il 


(FROM THE DOGHOUSE) 
by John Gaudio 


Have you ever spent hours entering information with dBase n 
edited 50, 100, or maybe 500 records, and then found that the in- 
formation you just put in seems to have vanished? | had one client 
that couldn't get to the last 800 or so of the 807 names and addresses 
on his list. Getting to only seven of over 800 names was not very 
Satisfying. 

Problems like this generally come up when people either fail to 
leave dBase Il properly, or when they change disks without taking the 
proper precautions. Here are a few tips on avoiding these problems, 
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and a possible solution for those of you already in trouble. 
The rules to live by are: 


1: Always use the QUIT command when you're finished running 

dBase Il. This insures that all files are properly closed. 

2: Never remove a disk before quitting without first executing the USE 
command. This closes the database file in use. If you're using pri- 
mary and secondary databases on the disk to be changed, make 
sure you execute USE for both databases. The alternative is to use 
the CLEAR command, but remember that this will also clear your 
memory variables. See the SAVE command if clearing these mem- 
ory variables is a problem. To keep things simple change only the 
disk in B:, and put any command files, (if you use them) on the disk 
in drive A whenever you can.[7he Ashton/Tate recommended 
method for closing files is to enter the command USE without a file- 
name. This is preferable since they have found that USE <file- 
name> can sometimes reopen a file and can cause data loss. 
Remember that it is possible to have upto 16 files (command, data, 
memory) open at a time...Gale Rhoades] 

3: Always use the RESET command after changing disks. (Notice 
that’s the RESET command, not the reset button!) 


Following these rules will go a long way toward keeping you out 
of trouble, but once in a while even the best of us mess up. If this 
happens to you, and your backup copy doesn’t save you, you may 
want to try patching your database. To do this we need to know a 
little more about the way a dBase II .DBF file is set up, and have 
some idea of what typically goes wrong. 

There are two major parts of a database .DBF file, the first holds 
the number of records, the date that the file was last modified, and 
the names, types, and sizes of all the fields used in that database. 
The second contains all of the records, the actual information 
you're keeping track of. 

The most common problem I’ve run into involves the location 
where dBase stores the number of records in the database. Getting 
out of dBase Il the wrong way can cause this number to be consid- 
erably smaller than the true number of records, even though all 
those records are still in the second part of the file. When this hap- 
pens the “OUT OF RANGE” error appears whenever you try getting 
to more records than dBase thinks it has. The solution to this prob- 


_ lem involves patching or changing the file so that the location 


holding the number of records holds a big enough number. In most 
cases this can be done with WordStar in the non-document mode. 

Let’s consider a specific example, say B:LIST.DBF, with 50 
records. Unfortunately the number 15 has somehow gotten into 
the location for the number of records, and so we can only get to 
the first 15 names on our list. The second and third characters ina 
database file make up the code that tells dBase how many records 
are supposed to be in that database. To patch this code in your 
database file: 

1: Make a copy of the damaged file and work only with the copy. 

You don’t need to get yourself into any more trouble. 

2: Use WordStar in the non-document mode to edit the file, in this 
case B:LIST.DBF. | 

3: Change the third character in the file to a lower case z. Be very 
careful not to change anything else, and make sure you don't 
just insert the z without removing whatever character was 
there to start with (usually a ~ ). 

4: Use “QC and “KD to go to the bottom of the file and to save the 
patched version of your file. 

You have just told your dBase file that it’s holding over 31,000 
records. If the true number is larger than 31000 (| doubt too many 
of your databases fall into that category) then let me know and 
we'll take a more general, and more complex approach. In most © 


October, 1983 
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ISK MANAGER™ 
$29.95 


DISK MANAGER™ js a utility program consisting of 
various functions needed for effectively using disks 
under CP/M* , especially by the Hard Disk User. 


























DISK MANAGER™ can run on any CP/M* system 
with any type of disks. 


DISK MANAGER™ requires no installation. 
These functions are included in DISK MANAGER™: 


@ Restore a deleted file. | 
Used to restore a file that has been accidentally 
deleted. 


e@ Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Avoids having to duplicate frequently used 
program files for each user. 


Change user number for a file. 
Effectively moves a file from one user to 
another without resorting to PIP or ERA. 


@ Map out bad blocks. 
Checks the complete disk for bad blocks, 
and allows the user to take action regarding the 
files which may reside on the bad blocks. No 
‘more BDOS ERROR Bad Sector messages. 


Display the complete directory for the disk or file. 
Used for viewing the directory entries for a file 
or of the complete disk. 


DISK MANAGER™ is very easy to use. It is menu 
driven. It prompts for all parameters required ey it 
to perform the selected function. 


Now available for CP/M* 2.2 





Call or write: 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


# CP/M Is a registered trademark of Digital Research 
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cases though the approach above will work. 

Sometimes, for example when the dBase file thinks it has 26 
records, WordStar won’t load the whole file. Again this typically 
happens only one time in 256, so it’s not usually a problem: When it 
does occur a more complex solution is available using programs 
like DDT and DUU. 

Once your file is patched, run dBase and USE the patched file. 
Create another file using the commands: 


SET DEFAULT TO B 

USE LIST 

COPY STRUCTURE TO FIX 
USE FIX 

APPEND FROM LIST 


since dBase thinks it has over 31,000 records it will append these 
records until it can find no more data. At that point it will stop and 
you'll have a working database file with access to all your records. 

Follow the rules laid out above and you may be able to stay out 


of the doghouse. Good luck. 
&* ee &@€ & & & 


FOG MEMBER 


| ANNOUNCEMENTS || 





Fleischman Field Research 

We are a marketing research company and as such we solicit 
people’s opinions on a wide variety of subjects. The topics vary, 
but the discussions are invariably quite interesting. The respon- 
dents are also very enthusiastic when they realize their opinions 
may lead to innovative product development, new advertising 
Campaigns, or a new area of technological advancement. Refresh- 
ments are always provided, as well as dinner at the 6 p.m. groups. 
Each discussion lasts 2 hours, for which the respondent receives 
$30 or more. Nothing is ever sold. We are a member of the San 
Francisco Better Business Bureau. Feel free to inquire about us. 

We conduct many research projects that involve discussion 
groups with owners and users of personal computers. We’re particu- 
larly interested in people who use their computers for business ap- 
plications. These discussion groups are an opportunity for computer 
Owners to exchange information about their experiences with their 
computers with a leading researcher in the field. 

We hope we'll be hearing from you as soon as possible, since 
these discussions are scheduled on an on-going basis on the aver- 
age of twice a month. If you have any questions, please call Sonnie 
at (415) 989-4507, or Roger at (415) 989-4530. 

Linda Lemon 
senior Project Director 
Fleischman Field Research 


san Francisco, CA 
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SUPERFILE 
Would anyone be interested in buying my SUPERFILE configured 


for an OSBORNE? Retail is $195.00 — I’d take $125.00 and pay UPS 


fees. Loren Sicks, owner, Music City, 380 East 40th, Eugene, OR 
97405, (503) 345-8289. 
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Honda <--> Osborne 
| want to trade one (1) 360 Honda 1975 motorcycle (1800 miles) 
with extras for used Osborne computer, prefer double density. 


John O'Rourke, San Francisco, CA (415) 467-9455. 
*e¢e #8 @& 


CONTACTS 





Please send any information you have about any portable com- 
puter user group to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 
- Mark the envelope “ CONTACTS ”. 

Below are the latest additions to this list. See January thru 
March, May, June, August, and September, 1983, for previous 
listings. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Blind Osborne Users Group 

C/o Avos Inc. Complete Computer 

P. 0. Box 3857 

St. Paul, MN 55165 


Center for Computer Assistance for the Disabled 
P. 0. Box 314 
Hurst, TX 76053 


Pico-Net/CP/M Interest Group 
P. 0. Box 391566 
Mountain View, CA 94039-1566 


Bay Area KayPro Users & Programmers 
John Shively 
P. 0. Box 20181 
Oakland, CA 94620 





CHINA 

Dr. Louie Crew 

Dept. of English 

Beijing 2nd Institute of Foreign Languages 

Beijing | 

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
FRANCE 

Osborne Users France 

William Graham 

132 Rue de Rennes 

Paris 75006 

FRANCE 


WEST GERMANY — 
c/o Tom Denning 
HQ 21st SUPCOM AERLO-P 
APO New York, NY 09325 


AUSTRALIA 
John Kroksz 
Merton Scott Business Machines 
248 Newcastle Street 
Perth, Western Australia 6000 
AUSTRALIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Fargo,ND | 
Fargo/Moorhead Osborne Users Group 
P. 0. Box 1372 
Fargo, ND 58107 

Herndon, VA 
Northern Virginia Osborne Users Group 
12602 Sayler’s Creek Lane 
Herndon, VA 22070 


— 
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Durable plastic - = 
2 TEMPLATES = |; a 7 
THE DOUBLER, |2#= "i 
INDEX GUIDE 
FOR $19.95 — 
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NOW YOU CAN HAVE COMPLETE ASSISTANCE (FOR WORDSTAR® and SUPERCALC® ) 


OZBORNE1 SUPER-KEY-BOARD TEMPLATES fits into closed case. BOTH FOR $19.95 
Now - the most complete template with commands grouped with 
easy to find headings - third generation development - large 
readable type size for quick location. No squinting. 


<u mw ee 
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PLUS + FREE — THE DOUBLER 
A $10.00 value — free. 


Gives you an extra side to your floppy disks for storage of 
' backup programs - a special template and punch kit to turn 
your disks to double sided. The punch features a special 
punch particle catcher that helps in preventing disk damage. 
With Instructions. 


PLUS + FREE - INDEX GUIDE 


A complete index guide of all Super-Key template commands 
. Should you forget a command procedure or function - the in- 
' dex guide lists location in the Osborne manual - a real time 


saver. A $15.00 value — free. 





SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY - $19.95 plus $3.50 Postage, Ins. & Handling. 


Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY. - A $65.00 VALUE FOR $19.95 


Run Your Ozzie Cool - Fan xi) Longer life, real life insurance for your computer. It is a well known fact that 
as temperature increases by one degree, electronic component failure is multiplied dramatically. A low 
noise fan kit that can be used on top of your Ozzie, take off in seconds, for Blue Ozzie with top vent. -or - in- 
stall inside for permanency. High efficiency dirt filter. Keep cool and prevent component failure. 


- complete kit - fasi ass.“bly time. $39.95 FOR TOP USE, 5 MINUTE ASSEMBLY. 
O2ZZIE COOL-FAN KIT $ 39.95 





SUPER-KEY is a trademark of DETECTIVE SECURITY CORP. 








SEND FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE ON THE NEW 3 M DISKS AT S@% OFF, PRINTER CABLES, 


VIDEO ADAPTERS, SOFTWARE. 
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INCLUDE A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE. 
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White River Junction, VT 
L-Osborne Group 
c/o Sally Apgar 
Computer Concepts 
Route 5 South 
White River Junction, VT 05001 


FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE 


This month we introduce a new item. For those who have a need 
to use discs from other computers in their Osborne, UNIFORM is the 
answer. This program reads, writes, and formats diskettes for the 
following computers: 


TRS-80 model | Omikron CP/M 
TRS-80 modellll Mem. Merch. CP/M 
Xerox 820 SD & DD 

NEC PC-8001 DD 

Superbrain junior format 
Micro Decision DD 
Heath/Zenith Magnolia Board 
Zenith Z- 100 DD 

TI Professional CP/M-86 DD 
DEC VT 180 DD 

IBM PC CP/M-86 DD 
Access Matrix DD 


Anyone one considering the purchase of this item is reminded 
that the ability to read a disk format does not mean that a program 
will run on your Osborne 1. This program is intended to facilitate 
the sharing of text and data diskettes. Programs (applications, lan- 
guage, or operating systems are oftem tied to the computer they 
operate on. This is particularly true of the Osborne 1 since special 
installation is required to utilized the 52 column, auto-horizontal 
scrolling. 

The price for UNIFORM is $49.95. This includes 3rd class (sur- 
face) mailing. We have a small initial order in stock now. Delivery is 
quite prompt for reorders so there should be no delay is shipping 
the orders for UNIFORM. 

One of the most popluar items in the FOG inventory is the T-shirts 
with the FOG logo. These T-shirts are soft Osborne blue in color and 
are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut large to allow for shrinkage. 
Sizes available are small (34-36), medium (38-40), large (42-44), 
and X-large (46-48). 

The price is $8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 
each for non-members so be sure to include your membership num- 
ber. Add $1.00 for shipping. 

FOG has several software packages available for sale. 
SMARTKEY, SMARTPRINT, and the CP/M Extension Utilities were 
all reviewed in Vol. 1, Issue 10 (August, 1982). An exerpt of that re- 
view by Jack Brown follows. 

SMARTKEY is one of those programs that | really 
didn’t know if it would be useful to me, at least not until | 
started to experiment with it. SMARTKEY lets you adapt 
your keyboard to any configuration you like. It’s like hav- 
ing every key on the keyboard programmable just like the 
number keys are through the SETUP program — only the 
functions of the keys can be changed dynamically, from 
the keyboard, at any time you want! . 


Federal Way, WA 


south King Osborne Group 
28604 9th Avenue South 


Federal Way, WA 98003 
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One of the OSBUG members has his keyboard laid out 
like a DEC typesetter. | use it to remember filenames and 
key words for recall at the touch of a button! SMARTKEY 
takes up 2k at the top of memory below CP/M, and once in 
place is “transparent” to the user. You won't even know 
it's there unless you call it. It can also load the key values 
froma file in memory, letting you keep an ‘automatic’ key 
definition file on each different disc that loads when you 
boot the program. For those of you who wanted to try the 
Dvorak keyboard layout, this program makes it easy. 

SMARTPRINT is similar to SMARTKEY, but works at 
the other end of the chain, the printer. It allows you to 
redefine the codes sent to the printer by your computer. 
You could use this utility to set up two different printers 
so they respond the same way to the same keys, or to 
adapt timing sequences for some printers easily (once 
again, a software solution!). You must have SMARTKEY 
to make this package work! 

CP/M Extension Utility Package is actually seven pro- 
grams. SPOOL lets you assign output that would nor- 
mally go to your printer or screen to a disk file instead. All 
output is then successively added to that disk file. Now 
this doesn’t sound like much of an advantage, does it? 
Except that now you can print that disk file using 
UNSPOOL, and it can be printing while you do something 
else on your console. It takes a lot less time to write to a 
disk file than it does to a printer (especially if it is an 
Epson like mine). You also have all your documents 
printed at one time while you go about housekeeping in 
CP/M. 

| know you could just get an 8k buffer card for your 
printer, but this way it’s much less expensive. Besides, 
it’s cheating to do it with hardware!! 

If you assign the console (screen) output to the disk 
file, you can get a complete master disk file catalogue by 
using successive XDIR commands, or even a 
dissassembly of .COM files on disk. There is even a dis- 
assembly editor utility, DDTTOMAC, that edits a dis- 
assembly listing produced by DDT so it is compatible 
with a normal assembler. (If you are a beginner, don’t 
worry about this; it will only be of use to assembly lan- 
guage programmmers. Don’t laugh — when | started | 
was as much of a klutz at that as you think you are!). 

RESTORE will bring back that file you just erased by 
mistake. You know, when you forgot to start the ERA 
command with “B:” and you just erased the new edited 
version of your file on the logged disk, just go to CP/M 
and say RESTORE <filename> and there it is — back 
again! Just like magic! What's that? You have a file that 
was erased but you can’t remember it’s exact name? 
Never fear — FDIR is for you! This directory utility will 
give you the name of all files on the disk, their user num- 
ber (or ‘erased’ if they have been erased), the attributes 
of the file, and it’s size (in extents). 





To keep your directory in order, SORTDIR will re-ar- 
range it, putting it in name or type order, and erasing 
PERMANENTLY any previously erased files. This makes 
it much easier to recover an erased file later with no prob- 
lem due to name conflicts, and makes your files nice and 
neat when you use DIR. 

The final utility is called QSUB. It is another form of 
Submit command. The primary advantage of OSUB is the 
ability to specify a string of commands on the command 
line of CP/M without having to use a separate .SUB file on 
the disk (once again, I’m saving all the space on my disk 
that | can). This is great where you want to load two or 
more programs in succession, for example, SPOOL then 
WORDSTAR. The other advantage is that QSUB doesn't 
write a transient $$$.SUB file to your disk, meaning QSUB 
will work in the direct command line mode even ona write 
protected disk!! 

One additional item has been added to the FBN Software line. 
This is a program called UNPROTECT. UNPROTECT is an 
8080/8085/Z80 machine language program which runs under 
CP/M. Its purpose is to decrypt Microsoft BASIC (Release 5) files 
which have been saved in a protected format. It is hoped that any- 
one buying and using this software will remember that this pro- 
gram should only be used to correct errors in PROTECTed files of 
which you have a legal copy. Please bear in mind that piracy is both 
illegal and a sure way to reduce the software available for your use. 

Prices on the software are as follows: 


SMARTKEY only .................... $60.00 
SMARTPRINT only............0.... $35.00 
SMARTKEY/SMARTPRINT.............. $85.00 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg ............ $39.00 
UNPROTECT.........c.ccscsesseees $29.00 


We also have available a set of two cassette tapes which are de- 
Signed for the new Osborne user. Created for a 1.2 rev. model 
Osborne, the tapes will be very helpful if listening to a step-by-step 
procedure is an easier way for you (or the family) to learn. The 
tapes are equally useful for a 1.3 or 1.4 rev. Osborne as the only real 
Change the that the FORMAT program is now a part of the COPY 
program. (On the 1.2 rev. these were two separte programs.) The 
set of tapes are $25.00 . 

We have two minor other items in our inventory. One is the 
“green” screen for the Tan cased machines. Made from green or 
orange plexiglas, the screens come with necessary mounting. The 
price is $5.50. Supply of these screens is limited to the stock on 
hand. 

The other is the Verbatim head cleaners. We have about 15 of 
these in stock for $9.50 each. 

California members please add sales tax to the cost of any of 
these items. Overseas members should add first class airmail post- 
age to the cost of any of the FOG merchandise. 

To order any of these items, please send your payment in an en- 
velope marked “ MERCHANDISE ” to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Please include your membership-account number. If 
shipment cannot be made, your check will be returned. We cannot 
sell the manuals separately. 
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The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (FOG) has been formed as a User’s Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M 
disk operating system with related software. In September of 1983, there was over 5400 members from around the world. Most attend local group meetings 
at over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all models of the Morrow 
MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the KayPro, several MicroMates, and many more. Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local 
group meetings include dBase Il, Ham radio operators, Personal Pearl. 


Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library. Local group 
meetings are open to the public without charge although most restrict access to the library to the membership. The FOG library contains only public domain 
software. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 


Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership information. Please refer to it for the additional postage charges for 1st class and non- 
U.S. delivery of the FOGHORN. 


NAME: 
COMPANY: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
OUATGO) eet ZIP/MAIL CODE: 2 | COUNTRY: 
HOME & WORK PHONES: 
MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
COMPUTER TYPE? , 
MODEM TYPE? jae ee a ee ee PRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? 


send this completed application AND your payment to: FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 


; ; P. 0. Box 3474 
Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 


Your membership card will be sent by ist class mail. United States of America 
Phone: (415) 799-4140 
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